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The 5th Annual Japan Bowl|® of California will take place on Saturday, March 11, 2017 at Loyola
Marymount University in Los Angeles, CA.

This Study Guide describes the format, content, and rules of the Japan Bowl® of California competition.
It also describes who is eligible to compete. The Study Guide’s purpose is to help students ad teachers
form teams and prepare for the 2017 competition.

An Administrative Guide will be issued in Fall 2017, after all administrative arrangements for the 2017
competition have been made. The Administrative Guide will describe the application process and
payment procedures.

Please read this Study Guide carefully. In the months before the competition, the Japan Bowl® of
California Committee (JBCC) might make some changes to the information contained in this guide.
JBCC will inform all participants promptly of any changes that are

made. Inquiries should be sent by email to Kay Amano, Programs Director, Japan America Society of
Southern California at amano@jas-socal.org.

What’s New for 2017

a. The Committee has clarified the two “Geography” categories, renaming them
“Political Geography” and “Physical Geography” for years 2017 and 2018. See
Section 4.2.

b. The Committee has added “traditional Japanese games” to “Martial arts and sports”
in the 2017 “Popular Culture” category. See Section 4.2. (The Wikipedia entry called
“List of Traditional Japanese Games” has a list of possible topics.)

c. The Kaniji list now includes suffixes that are commonly used with place names and
addresses, such as #f. 8. Ff. B, i, B, X, TH. 5. #, etc. Most of
these Kanji were included in previous Japan Bowl of California Kanji lists. See
Section 4.4.

d. Current events questions will be asked only in the Championship Round. The
“Current Events” category covers major events and developments in Japan’s politics,
economy, international relations and society during the 12 months prior to Japan
Bowl of California.

e. For the individual questions in the Championship Round, the time limit within which
each student must prepare his/her answer and say it has been reduced from 60 to
30 seconds.
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1. What is the Japan Bowl?

In 1992, to make the study of Japan and the Japanese language both challenging and enjoyable, the
Japan-America Society of Washington, D.C., launched the National Japan Bowl®, an annual
competition that recognizes and encourages the nearly 50,000 high school students across the United
States who have chosen to study Japanese as their foreign language. Over the years, the National
Japan Bowl® has grown to become the pre-eminent venue for demonstrating American students’
knowledge of Japan, its language, its history, and its culture, focusing a national spotlight on the close,
longstanding relationship between the two countries and their people.

5th Japan Bowl® of California is modeled on the National Japan Bowl®. Given that one-half, or
approximately 25,000, of all high school students studying Japanese in the U.S. live and go to school
in California, 5th Japan Bowl® of California promises to be one of the most important regional contests
of its kind.

The purpose of the Japan Bowl® is to recognize and encourage the nearly 50,000 high school students
across the United States who have chosen Japanese as their foreign language, and to make the study
of Japan and the Japanese language both challenging and enjoyable. JASSC also hopes that the
students will continue to study Japanese during their university years and to have a “Japan connection”
in their adult lives, whether in business, academia, the arts, or public service, so they can become future
leaders of the U.S. relationship with Japan.

In addition to being an outstanding opportunity for students of Japanese language and culture to meet
one another, immerse themselves in all things Japanese for a day, and publicly demonstrate the depth
of their knowledge of Japan, the Japan Bowl® of California will serve as a preliminary round for the
National Japan BowlI®, with the winning team representing California in the national championship.

At the conclusion of 5™ Japan Bowl® of California competition, the winning Level Il, lIl, and IV teams
will be declared California Champions, and the Level Il, Ill, and IV Champions will be awarded a trip to
compete in the National Japan Bow!® on April 6-7, 2017.




2. Participation

2.1 Levels

Japan Bowl of California is open to full-time students who are currently enrolled in Levels Il, lll, and IV
Japanese language classes at a high school in the United States, whether in regular or block schedule
classes. These levels correspond to the equivalent level of high school Japanese language study:

Level I Students enrolled in second year high school-level Japanese language study

Level Il Students enrolled in third year high school-level Japanese language study

Level IV  Students enrolled in fourth year high school-level Japanese language study or
in AP Japanese

These levels are based on the course level, and not the number of years that a student has studied
Japanese in high school. For example, a high school sophomore who began Japanese language
study in elementary or junior high school might be studying with high school seniors in Level IV and
therefore would be eligible for the Level IV team. However, that student could not participate as a
member of a Level Il or Level Il team, because that is below his/her current level of study. The
student’s teacher must certify that the student is competing at the proper level.

2.2 Team Formation

a. Each school may send up to two teams at each level.
b. All team members must be formally studying Japanese at the same high school.

c. A team must consist of two or three students. One student is not a team. JBCC strongly
encourages schools to form a team of three students instead of two."

2.3  Student Eligibility
The following rules about Japanese language education and experience govern eligibility:

a. Students who are native speakers of Japanese or who use Japanese at home are not eligible
to compete.

b. Students who have spent more than a total of three months in Japan on a study or home-stay
program or who have had other significant exposure to the Japanese language and/or culture
outside the high school curriculum are not eligible to compete. The determination whether a
student’s outside exposure to Japanese language and/or culture is significant will be made on
a case-by-case basis, according to the information the student and teacher provide. Among the
factors the Committee will consider are the presence of a native Japanese speaker in the home
and the amount of time the student has spent living or visiting in Japan.

c. Participation is permitted at a level higher than the student’s current high school level of
Japanese study, but is not permitted at any level lower than his/her current level.

* A Japanese kotowaza says, “Sannin yoreba, Monju no chie / Three people together have the wisdom of Monju.”




d.

If a student participates in the Japan Bowl at a level higher than the one at which he/she is
currently enrolled, that student will not be eligible to compete in a future Japan Bowl at the
same or a lower level.

Students taking the AP Japanese Language and Culture course are eligible to compete in the
2017 competition at Level IV.




3.

3.1

Competition Format, Rules, and Schedule

Draft Schedule for 2017

This is a draft schedule and is subject to change. It is provided early to assist you in planning your visit
to the 2017 Japan Bowl of California. We will notify participants of any changes.

Saturday, March 11

3.2

8:00 — 9:00 am Registration & Continental Breakfast
9:00 — 9:20 am Opening Ceremony

9:20 — 9:35 am Break

9:35-10:20 am First Round

10:20 — 10:35 am Break

10:35-11:20 am Second Round

11:20 — 12:10 pm Lunch

12:10 - 1:15 pm Scavenger Hunt on LMU Campus
1:15-1:25 pm Championship Round — Rules
1:25 - 2:10 pm Championship Round — Level I
2:20 - 3:15 pm Championship Round — Level I
3:25—-4:10 pm Championship Round — Level IV
4:10 — 4:30 pm Break

4:30 - 5:15 pm Awards and Closing Ceremony

First and Second Preliminary Rounds - Format and General Rules

At the 2017 Japan Bowl of California, there will be two Preliminary Rounds.

Each team will be placed at a table in one large room and compete with all other teams at the
same level.

The First and Second Rounds are closed to the general public, except that teachers,
chaperones, and others who have pre-registered will be admitted, based on available space.
Twenty-five questions will be presented in the first Preliminary Round, and 25 in the second, for
a total of 50 questions. Each question is worth 1 point, for a total of 50 points.

Visuals for all questions will be projected, using PowerPoint slides, on a large screen.
American and Japanese moderators (native speakers) will read the questions.

Each question will indicate how the answer should be given: in English, in hiragana, in kaniji,
etc. (See the list of answer icons below.)

Halfway through each round, teams will shift tables, so no team is disadvantaged by distance
from the screen.

After each set of questions is read, students MUST put their pens down and stop writing when
told to do so by the moderator. Failure to do so may result in disqualification from the
competition.




Correct answers will be given at the end of each round in order to reinforce the learning
experience of the Japan Bowl of California. Students and teachers are encouraged to take
notes during the answer review session. It is alright for students and teachers to talk about the
guestions with others studying Japanese at their school. But under no circumstances should
anyone — student or teacher - make any of the questions or the answers known to the public

over the internet or any other kind of communications network. If that happens, then that
team’s score might be invalidated.

The Japan Bowl of California follows the SAT rules regarding electronic devices. All devices
capable of recording, photographing, or transmitting must be turned off and put away. This rule
applies to everyone in the competition room — students, teachers, and guests.

ANSWER ICONS

EN English

JP Any combination of Japanese (kanji, hiragana,
katakana — but not romaiji)

(03>} hiragana

hr katakana

A kaniji

ABC  Multiple choice

RO romaji for Japanese names*

123 Western numerals

*Any commonly-used variant of romaji can be used. For example,
Tokyo can be written as “Tokyo” or “Toukyou.” A hewspaper can
be “shinbun” or “shimbun.” A map can be “chizu” or “tizu.”

Specific Rules for the First and Second Rounds

1.

2.
3.

Questions will be read only once, except for Japanese comprehension questions, which will be
read twice.

Conferring among team members is allowed.

All teams must write their answers clearly and legibly on the team answer sheet. Any member
of a team may write the answer(s) to the question. As described above, the slide will give the
“answer icon,” and the moderator also will state in which language form the answer should be
written. If there is a discrepancy between the answer icon on the screen and what the
moderator says, ask for clarification. Because the moderator knows the correct answer, he/she
will be able to tell you how to answer.

There is a 30-second time limit for answering each question. However, 60 seconds will be
allotted for questions that require writing a complete Japanese sentence. The clock begins
when the moderator has finished reading the question. The timekeeper will call a “10 seconds”
warning. At the end of the allocated time, the timekeeper will call “time,” and the slide will
advance to the next question. Although you may keep working on questions after the time has
expired, you will run the risk of missing the next question.

There is no partial credit for partially correct or incomplete answer. (See the box below for
examples of incomplete answers.)

There is no penalty for an incorrect response or an incomplete answer.




3.3

When answering in full sentences in Japanese, teams must use the polite forms (T9 £ 9),
unless otherwise instructed.
As noted in #3 above, all teams must write their answers clearly and legibly in pencils provided

on the team answer sheet. Any answers that are difficult or impossible for the judges to read
may result in an incorrect answer. Therefore, be sure to write your answers large and clearly.

Examples of Incomplete or Partial Answers

Japanese Moderator: JUiTBNAF— F A ZHWE L7,

English Moderator: What did the older brother buy? Answer in English.

Answer: The correct answer is "a black motorbike, black motorcycle, black motor scooter, etc. -
something that indicates that it is propelled by a motor. If you say or write just the word "bike,"
your answer is incomplete, because the English word 'bike" can also mean a pedaled bicycle.
You also must include the color of the bike (black) to make it a complete response.

English Moderator: In the Japanese calendar, what year is this? Answer in Japanese.

Answer: If you only give the number, your answer is incomplete. A correct answer must include
"Heisei," the number, and "nen," to demonstrate that you know not just the number of the year
but also the name of the reign (Heisei) and the standard term ("nen") used in Japanese when
expressing the year.

Key point: Be as specific, accurate, and complete as you can !

Championship Round - Format and Rules

The combined scores from the First and Second Rounds will determine which three teams at
each level advance to the Championship Rounds.

If there is a tie for any of the top five positions, the judges will review the teams' answers to five
pre-determined questions, covering both language and non-language topics, to determine the
top five teams.

The results will be announced after the cultural activities.

If all members of a team qualifying for the Championship Round are not present at the time of
announcement, the next runner-up team will replace the team that is missing its member(s).
The Championship Rounds will be conducted on stage, using a quiz show format.

The scores from the First, Second, and Conversations Rounds will not be carried over to the
Championship Round. The competition winners will be determined solely by the team score in
the Championship Round.

The Championship Round is open to the public, so students, friends, and family are welcome
to attend.
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Types of Questions

The Championship Round will focus on Japanese language communication skills and knowledge of
Japan, using three types of questions:
Toss-Up Questions - 15 questions, 5 points per question, total possible points 75.

2. Individual Communication Questions - One question per student, 5 points each. The
total possible team score therefore is 15 points. If there are only two students on the team,
their average score will be multiplied by three.

3. Team Questions - 10 questions, 10 points per question, total possible points is 100.
The total possible points for the Championship Round therefore is 190.

Rules for the Toss-Up Questions

1. There will be 15 questions, plus two bonus questions.

2. Conferring among students is not allowed.

3. Any student on the team may answer a toss-up question. A student must ring the buzzer to
signal, and only that student may answer.

4. A student must wait to be called on before answering. The moderator can see the order in
which students rang in, and she will call on the first student who signaled. Answers given prior
to being called on will not be accepted.

5. If a student signals before the moderator finishes reading the question, the moderator will stop
reading. The remainder of the question will not be read. If the student who rang in early
answers incorrectly, his/her team will be penalized 5 points. (See #12 on scoring below.)

6. The student may answer only once and may not change his/her answer. Each judge will record
what he/she heard, and the decision whether to declare the answer correct will be based on
what a majority of the judges heard. The judges will not ask the students to repeat their
answer, unless there is a technical problem. Students therefore should answer in a clear and
strong voice so the judges can hear them.

7. If there is a discrepancy between the answer icon on the screen and how the moderator says
the answer should be given, the judges will accept a correct answer in either format.

8. If ateam member gives an incomplete or partial answer, the judges will say that it is “not
correct.” They will not say that it is “incomplete,” as that would give a hint to the other teams.

9. If no team signals 10 seconds after the question has been read, the moderator(s) will read the
guestions again.

10. If no team answers correctly, the moderator will provide the answer.

11. When answering in full sentences in Japanese, students must use the polite forms
(C9 - £, unless otherwise instructed.

12. Scoring:

(1) Each correct answer is worth 5 points.

(2) There is no partial credit for partially correct or incomplete answers.

(3) A team will not receive credit for a correct answer if its members conferred.

(4) If a student signals after the moderator has read the entire question, there is no penalty
for an incorrect response.

(5) If a student signals before the moderator has completed reading the question and then
answers incorrectly, his/her team will be penalized 5 points. If a student from a second
team also signaled before the moderator completed reading the question and then
answers incorrectly, his/her team also will be penalized 5 points.




11

Rules for the Individual Communication Questions

1.

Each team member will select a numbered envelope, 1 to 9, drawn at random. Students should
not open the envelope until told to do so.

Students then will be called on to answer in numerical order. A PowerPoint slide will appear for
each number, with a Japanese idiom or gitaigo/giongo/ kasane kotoba that is from the list in
this Study Guide. The team member must use that expression in a sentence or two to
demonstrate that he/she fully understands its meaning.

Conferring among students is not allowed.

Each student will have a total of 30 seconds within which to prepare his/her answer and to say
it. If a student has not started to speak after 20 seconds have passed, the timekeeper will say,
“10 seconds.”

The student should speak clearly and loudly into the microphone. The judges may not ask the
student to repeat.

A panel of special judges, all native speakers of Japanese, will decide whether the student has
clearly and accurately communicated his/her sentence in Japanese. The special judges will
use a maru-batsu, yes or no decision, with the majority decision to prevail.

Each question is worth 5 points, so there are 15 possible points per team. If the team has only
two members, the average of the two scores will be multiplied by 3 to determine the team
score.

Rules for the Team Questions

arwbdE

o

10.

11.

12.

There will be 10 team questions. Each question is worth 10 points.
The same question will be asked to all teams simultaneously.
Questions, including the Japanese language part, will be read only once.
Conferring among team members is allowed.
All teams must provide their answers in writing on the white boards that are provided. Any
member of the team may write the answer(s) to the question.
There is a 30-second time limit to answer each question. The clock begins when the moderator
has finished reading the question. The timekeeper will call a “10 seconds” warning. At the end
of the allocated time, the timekeeper will call “time,” and teams must show their white boards.
There is no partial credit for partially correct answers. There is no penalty for an incorrect
response.
When answering in Japanese, students must use the polite forms (T4 + £79°), unless
otherwise instructed.
Any answers that are difficult for the judges to read may result in an incorrect answer.
Therefore, please be sure that your handwriting is large and clear.
If there is a discrepancy between the answer icon on the screen and how the moderator says
the answer should be given, the judges will accept a correct answer in either format.
For the benefit of the teams and the audience (who cannot see the whiteboards from a
distance), the moderator will provide the correct answer for all questions.
Scoring:
a. Each correct answer is worth 10 points. There is no penalty for an incorrect answer.
b. There is no partial credit for partially correct or incomplete answers.
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2017 Japan Bowl of California Topics and Questions

The Japan Bowl tests both language and non-language topics. In 2017, Japan Bowl of California will
challenge students on the topics described in this section.

4.1 References for Japan Knowledge (Language Topics)

To write and fact-check the 350 questions it creates each year, Japan Bowl of California uses the
Japan-America Society's library, which has over 1,400 books on Japan and the Japanese language.
The committee also checks authoritative sources on the internet.

Some recently-published books are good resources for the special language topics covered each
year. We recommend them because they provide good English explanations of common Japanese
expressions, which are often hard for students to grasp.

Dorling Kindersley (DK) publishes an attractive and “fun” Japanese English Bilingual Visual Dictionary
in paperback, which is currently available from Amazon for $11.75. It has a wealth of vocabulary,
arranged by topic.

An excellent reference on Japanese idioms and especially kotowaza is 101 Japanese Idioms, by
Michael L. Maynard and Senko K. Maynard. A revised edition was published by McGraw-Hill in 2009
and is available from Amazon.com. It includes a 90-minute CD with dialogues.

An excellent reference for =F#EE (yojijukugo) is Kanji de Manga's Yojijukugo,

An excellent reference for onomatopoeia is Jazz Up Your Japanese with Onomatopoeia, by Hiroko
Fukuda, published by Kodansha International in 2003 and sold by Amazon.com.

Unfortunately, the only reference that we have found for affective expressions is out of print, although
it is available from used book sellers. It is Ronald Suleski and Masada Hiroko's Affective Expressions
in Japanese (H AFERIGEZBLOT-5]) , which was published by The Hokuseido Press in 1982.
Amazon.com lists a number of used copies for sale.
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4.2 References for Japan Knowledge (Non-Language Topics)

The chart on the page 13 lists the categories from which non-language questions will be

drawn over the next three years. These categories should act as a curriculum guide for students to
develop their knowledge of Japan over a three-year period. In 2017 non-language questions will come
from the column marked “Year 1 (2017),” which is highlighted in yellow.

Note to students and teachers: JBCC encourages students to pursue the study of the non-language
topics with their team-mates and to learn from a variety of reliable sources. That is what the most
successful Japan Bowl teams have done over the years.

JBCC suggests that students familiarize themselves with the material on Web-Japan (http://web-
j[apan.org). Another good source of information on Japan is Nipponia Magazine, which is available on-
line at http://web-japan.org/nipponia/archives/en/index.html. Daily reports on current events in Japan
can be found at http://www.newsonjapan.com.

Some useful reference books are:
o Kodansha’s Japan at a Glance: HAE % = & il

o The JTB series The lllustrated Guide to Japan and Japan in Your Pocket (available through
www.jptrading.com)

o Are Japanese Cats Left-Handed? and Who Invented Natto? , written by Yoko Toyozaki, Stuart
Varnam-Atkin, and Sawada Gumi (IBC Publishing)

o Shikitari: Unfolding Japanese Tradition, available through Amazon.com

o Annual Events in Japan (2 volumes), by Noriko Takano and translated by Reiko Matano and
Margaret Breer (Ehon House Publishing)

o Fodor’s Japan: Full Color Travel Guide (2016)



http://web-japan.org/
http://web-japan.org/
http://web-japan.org/nipponia/archives/en/index.html
http://www.newsonjapan.com/
http://www.jptrading.com/
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Non-Language Topics and Categories: Three-Year Cycle

Year 1 (2017)

Year 2 (2018)

Year 3 (2019)

History Classical/Medieval Era | Edo/Tokugawa Era The Modern Era (Meiji,
794-1603: the Heian, 1603-1868: well-known | Taisho, Showa and
Kamakura, Muromachi, | events, people, and Heisei) 1868-present :
and Azuchi-Momoyama | terms well-known events,
periods: well-known people, and terms
events, people, and
terms

Arts and Performing Arts, Visual Arts, including Literary Arts, including

Culture (both
traditional and
modern)

including kabuki,
bunraku, noh, kyogen,
theater and drama,
traditional music, tea
ceremony, etc.

painting, prints,
sculpture, ceramics,
ikebana, handicrafts,
classic films, and
architecture (including
landscape architecture)

famous authors and
novels, Japanese literary
forms, folk tales and
children’s stories

Social Sciences

Political Geography:
Names and locations of
regions, major islands,
prefectures, major
cities, mountains, seas,
lakes, rivers, etc.

Physical Geography:
Nature and the
environment, flora and
fauna, agriculture and
fisheries, climate, natural
phenomena and
disasters

Japan’s political and
economic systems:
government, politics,
foreign affairs, business
and industry,
transportation, national
symbols, famous
companies and products

Daily Life and
Society

Rites of life (birth,
school, marriage, death,
etc.); religion and
religious practices

Festivals, holidays,
seasonal events,
celebrations

Manners and etiquette
in Japan, Japanese
gestures and body
language

Popular Culture

Martial arts, sports,
and traditional
Japanese games

Japanese popular
culture, with a focus on
youth culture, including
anime, manga, pop
music, iconic foods, etc.

Food, drink, clothing,
houses, things in and
around Japanese
homes

Current Events

Major events and developments in Japan’s politics, economy, international
relations and society during the 12 months prior to the National Japan Bowl.
Note: Current events questions will be asked only during the Championship

Round.

US-Japan
relations

The US-Japan connection: interaction between the two countries in the topics

listed above
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Non-Language Topics and Categories: Three-Year Cycle

Year 1 (2017) Year 2 (2018) Year 3 (2019)

il 794-1603 4F 1603 4--1868 4+ 1868 4F - BIfE
W22 | e | Emy) T ) 1 BRp AR IR, KIE, IR, PRk
Z 4 - BRI W A7 2 R
RPN/ P MR A e Fi7p &

=i & 3Tk BB EI AL =00 S

(R L OBUR | BB, 338, BB, JE | femEl, W, WAL B | A4 RIER/ N, U0

#J) =. B, mEAL HE | Beas. ARTIE, T o | RBEA, REE. EEL S
B, KER e at | b, BEL ST te

ARy i EOaHIERS: ¢ dhdsk, Hh | B OAHIBRS:  HAR. R HARDEIE & #3 « BUF,
. EERE, ROA | BE. Bk, BE | BOh. AR, BEUXRR BE
il v W 7R | ZE. Kk, BARBLG, K| . RmEER. HE. A4
£ £ B, P

HEAEE S BB GEd, A | &, IS H, #H7FE,. | Ao~ —bxTF oy
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E) . R
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RFE REYVHMLIEE LERO B RO HRECHE - Bus, B9, EREREKR, fta
EE RIS BRICIR Y HE SN D

H K BEfR RO Ry 7285 B KER




4.3 Kanji — Reading and Writing

Students should be able to read and write these kanji and give their meanings in English. Note:
Some kanji, but not all, used in the Japan Bowl will come from these lists. Students should also be
able to read and write kanji compounds formed by kaniji in this list.

Level Il:

a. the following kanji

— _ = Y +h N t J\ Ju + H T JJ M
H A / KoK & L+ W& S {2
far W 4 Bl o~ N R (=1 I N O NN O <1
A B & R T % w8 i X % #H K
A E OFT BK O FoX E £ F O F KA OF K
Tk A H ES B e B B =
BN M X = A4 ik E s R R o= M K B
o= 4+ X £ £ N o 0w L M o/ K
b. kanji compounds composed of those in the above list, including, for example:

Ly HED B T b IR IATES ZyIH Lo RAEA

i S RE H pNES| K H farA

Level Il

a. the following kaniji as well as those in the Level Il list:

W oB & F H O S X X W F EH & K
Mooode ® W BT e 5 A L R R - S A A
H H F B2 @H &K o & B x W M 5B [
® B w7 o o@&m &’ #H K & K F H B &
K oo® F Wwm & W oF & OB O O JF =B 4
wmo R B ®  #B O oF X ® ok E N e e
A e & W E 5 & B # &5 W 4
Mmool % = % kO 8 fF &m0 G =
{5/ 7 S IS - R < S =N O S SO S - S R
=8 X T

b. kanji compounds composed of kanji in the Level 1l and 11l lists, including, for example:

b b T H o o HONRY X

F EW Az g At Vi

16
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Level IV:

a. the following kanji as well as the Level Il and Level lll lists:

i VIS o g E K % M W ! = e E
Hr 1M I 5 5 Bl R R S R i S -
= . i = EZ 54 T SR H yall Ad 1F
it % % M HF B @ = F M % 2 E IE
S H T Yoo o~ Mmoo 3E o F
*x B OB B A @# #E E ¥ E  E i R
B &E Jm Bk O’ P ESE 5 Ak =% 2 ke ®
A B # E R K & i [ foe F 52

b. kanji compounds composed of the kanji in the Level I, lll, and IV lists, for example:

~ b 1z &9 EX Nz H Lo,

58] AR ik A R ) #rifk

4.4 Topics, Family, and Place Names in Kanji

Students should be able to read and pronounce (but not write) the following kanji
compounds.

4.4.1 This Year’s Topics in Kanji

The following kanji compounds are words that relate to some of this year’s non-language topics (see
the chart in Section 4.1).

Level Il should be able to read, pronounce, and know the meaning of the following words and
concepts:

~Wib A NELD L7 ’C/um I 7N P I A Miz7g

T B BHE b RE L ks B @ )

Level Ill should be able to read, pronounce, and know the meaning of the following words and
concepts, plus those in the Level Il list:

5 BHSb  LLRE E:f< <5 PAZS ECBOTIL FALLOREY by Lenel
ilﬂT 74+ Mkl EiE FEN i AR JRIKWRE /-KOD{% — R

Level IV should be able to read, pronounce, and know the meaning of the following words and
concepts, plus those in the Level Il and lll lists:

ShbL D9 ERI LY ICAZEILLEI5HY BBTH D Lo &S R

WG R R S PRI O N WP

r
r)«

Lo
=

Lt
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4.4.2 Family Names in Kanji

These are some of the most common Japanese family names. Based on their knowledge of these names,
students will be expected to understand other common family names that are written with these same
Kaniji.

Students in Level Il should be able to read and pronounce the following family names:

Tanaka H 72727
Yamada (L LES
Yamaguchi A RESH
Nakamura HRRf ente
Kimura AFT X A5
Hayashi 7N AW
Honda AH FEATE

Students in Level Il should be able to read and pronounce the following family names, in
addition to the family names listed for Level II:

Takahashi = =N
Yamamoto LA REDL &
Matsumoto FAAR Foh &
Inoue H E WD 9H z
Kobayashi 7INAR IEeL
Yoshida = H L7

Matsushita AT FoL-

Students in Level IV should be able to read and pronounce the following family names, in
addition to the family names listed for Levels Il and Il

Sato 12 xLE9
Watanabe ) OV AN
Ito g AR
Kato pI[IfiES me 9
Sasaki ez R &
Shimizu 1HK L &7
Suzuki oA ERERC]

Nomura By Af DEe &




4.4.3 Place Names in Kanji

Students at Level Il should be able to read and pronounce the following place names:

Major Cities of Japan

Tokyo HOR Eo&Xxx9
Kyoto IR Xxroék
Osaka Kb B3I
Yokohama ik rzixs
Nagoya AR TR ITR

Major Islands of Japan

Honshu AN ALY
Kyushu JUIN ETwIrLlwd
Shikoku Iy Lz<
Hokkaido AciEiE FonE D
Okinawa T B 7eb

Oceans and Seas

Pacific Ocean (Taiheiyo) KA A AR )
Sea of Japan (Nihonkai) A A WZIEA D

Students at Level Ill should be able to read and pronounce the following place names, in
addition to the place names listed in Level Il

Cities of Japan

Fukuoka & Il S<EB0
Sapporo FLIE IoEA
Hiroshima s S OALE
Sendai filie HFATEWD

Regions of Japan

Kanto B ML D
Kansai i) DA
Tohoku Hk L 91x<
Chubu R Hw 95

Chugoku ] Hw H <
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Students at Level IV should be able to read and pronounce the following place names, in
addition to the place names listed for Levels Il and lll:

Cities of Japan

Kobe
Kawasaki
Nara
Nikko
Nagasaki

Prefectures of Japan

Kanagawa
Aichi
Hyogo

e
J1 gy
=
Bt
Ry

Fh )]
gyl

g9

Mountains, peninsulas, seas

Mt Fuiji

Alps

Izu

Inland Sea (Seto Naikai)

Airports

Narita
Haneda

Well-known areas of Tokyo

Ginza
Shinjuku
Ueno
Shibuya
Akihabara
Harajuku
Asakusa

il
AART LT A
e

W N

Ji
I

Y
i1
L
W
IR
B

RN
M & X
g

2o 9

RN E

IR
Hh
Ox9HZ

S A
WIEAT VT A
Vg
RNV N

Al
S ey

EYEY
LALWL
) 2D
L5
HX3ES
56 Cw<
bhx &
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4.5 Katakana

Teams will be asked to give the English equivalent of Japanese words written in katakana. Here are
some examples:

TS A | Part-time work
AT — Turn signal (on a car)
AF T a Mexico

F xR Channel (on a TV)
RE Button or peony

Students also will be expected to write some English words in katakana, as the Japanese commonly
use and write them. Here are some examples:

France 77 A
Television 2=
Germany KA
Taxi BT —

4.6 Idiomatic Japanese

The Japan Bowl includes idiomatic Japanese as a language enrichment topic. Japan Bowl of
California selects idiomatic expressions that are used frequently in Japan; have some cultural and
historical interest; and/or express a common English idiom, but in a different way.

During each three-year period, the Japan Bowl rotates idiomatic expressions from the following
categories. The yellow box highlights the topics for 2017.
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2017 2018 2019
Idiomatic Expressions using the Language of feelings: Japanese idioms,
Japanese | names of parts of the expressions using proverbs, and
hum&?n body, such as ki & and kokoro i yojijukugo DUFHGE)
T
me H, te F, etc.

Under each expression is the literal English translation and also an English idiomatic
equivalent. Japan Bowl of California consults a number of reference books to choose the English
equivalents, but these are not the only possible English meanings for these expressions. Be sure to
check and understand other possibilities, as well as the nuances between the Japanese and English
equivalents.




Level Il students should learn the following:

EEW
to be proud of or haughty

H@Eyji‘b A
to be skilled or able

B AU

to be uncomfortable about or made
painfully aware of misdeeds or mistakes
the truth hurts or remarks strike home

JEDNE LD
to be reluctant to move, act, or go
feet feel like lead

VNN

to know many people,

have a large circle of acquaintances, or
be well connected

SHDNE
to be thickheaded, obstinate, inflexible,
stubborn or set in one’s ways

Bapsuy > X
to be overwhelmed with emotion
have a lump in your throat

H Z @9

to scan, look through, or look over

F20 T

to help or lend a hand

[CRARVAS)
to get angry, take offense, lose temper or
be furious

L7272
(lit. have a high/prominent nose)

9 TN
(lit., one’s arm is good)

TR IR DINNTZUN

(lit., have an earache)

HLBPBBHW
(lit., have heavy/tired legs)

MENROAN
(lit., have a broad/wide face)

HIZENITZ
(lit., have a hard head)

T AV =g A
(lit., one’s chest is full)

DL BY

(lit., pass eyes through something)

TaMNT
(lit., to lend a hand)

LB 7D
(lit., belly stands up)

Level Ill students should learn the following in addition to the above:

B LTHD
To look forward to or wait for something
eagerly, impatiently or expectantly

SOz LTED
(lit., to lengthen one’s neck and wait)
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H 238 %
let something slip, say something
thoughtlessly or slip of the tongue

BHIZ< D
get mad, angry, be highly offended or
lose your cool

HIZA 9
to be palatable, to suit one’s taste

i

to show up / put in an appearance

BN T%H 5
to lose one’s touch or skills

SHIN T35

to admire greatly or to take one’s hat off to

[ PARYA AN
to be in over one’s head, to be beyond
one’s depth or unable to compete with

<HRT R
(lit., the mouth slips)

HIZFIZ D

(lit., to come to your head)

<HBITHH

(lit., to fit or suit the mouth)

MBELT

(lit., to stick your face out)

5 THB b S

(lit., arms fall down)

HIZENEIND

(lit., one’s head goes lower)

LT T 720
(lit., teeth don’t stand up)

Level IV students should learn the following in addition to all of the above:

2135

to throw out one’s chest or
be puffed up with pride

FEEDSE U
to be humble, modest, or courteous

% 9

to interrupt a conversation, to interfere or

meddle

DR E e

to hesitate, to think twice,

feRzlLs

(lit., to stretch one’s chest)

LB W
(lit., have a low waist)

<bEET

(lit., to put one’s mouth out)

IZDH L& ST

(lit., put a second foot down)

to shy away from or flinch, or have misgivings

HIZHED

to be intolerable, unpardonable,
be too much, or beyond endurance

o Rt )

OIZHED

(lit., surplus/ too much in the eyes)

HLEO-IED

to drag someone down, hold someone back, (lit., to pull someone’s feet)

cause trouble for someone or to surreptitiously thwart someone’s efforts or success
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4.7.1 Gitaigo/Giongo (Onomatopoeic Expressions)

Gitaigo and giongo (onomatopoeic expressions) are an important part of the Japanese language, and
because the words repeat, they are also fun to hear and say. The onomatopoeic expressions used in
the 2017 Japan Bowl of California will come from the following lists. In some cases the moderator will
read the expression in Japanese, and the team must give the English translation or explain when and
how it might be used. As the questions become more challenging, students might be given an

expression or shown a picture and asked to complete a sentence using the most appropriate
expression. They might be asked to make their own sentence using the expression.

Level Il students should learn the following:

SEb5EL WHnh SRS EAEA BRI
SIS SbsD TrAErH IbeIbe KOHUWY

Level lll students should learn the following in addition to the above:

TN <HCD EhEh EBEL
HELHLE EHiEs LALA e

Level IV students should learn the following in addition to all of the above:

XHEDH DHED0DL WEDE
T5H5TH TbEFb TwHrEwH

4.7.2 Affective Expressions
Level Il students should be able to understand and use the following affective expressions:

X ok H o< EScn S =) SERA

Level lll students should be able to understand and use the following affective expressions, in
addition to those at Level II:

DT Eow SFED ERWiR Colx

Level IV students should be able to understand and use the following affective expressions, in
addition to those at Levels Il and IlI:

LA Fo& x< HET EZh< AV TR
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4.8 Aisatsu

Aisatsu are polite and generally “fixed” phrases that the Japanese use in particular situations. For
example, when a Japanese person leaves the house, (s)he will say 17> T X % 9. The person who
remains behind in the home will send them off by saying, 17> T\ & > L £\ . Knowing when to use
and how to respond to these polite aisatsu phrases is an important part of interpersonal
communication in Japan, and is integral to Japanese culture and society. .

Students learn some of the most elementary aisatsu during their first year of Japanese study. The
Japan Bowl therefore expects that Level Il students will have learned the following phrases during their
first year of study:

Level | Aisatsu phrases:

BlikoI3nwE+

ZAITHBIE

ZAEAE

BT 7RI

[THOTEET -ToTnHoLoWN
2V E -Br2 07230
TR I

BIFAZXTTM

TCHELT

(AL BRBWLET
HVMMEHITZNWET/E LTI LELT

Level Il students therefore are expected to know how to use and respond to the Level | aisatsu listed
above, as well as to the following phrases:

WilEEET - IbEHI>IETLE
BHDDIIWNDN T )

BIEWLIC

Lo LET

BIEALEOIW BOTEIZIIWNWET
HLH L

THOALTEEN

BOXLSY TT

£oZ%

Level Ill students are expected to know how to use and respond to the following phrases, in addition
to those at Levels | and II:

TAF BHOTEHITEIVET
TTHoZAh BOTELIZENET
TlwoSh BOTEIIIVET
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TEOELY BOTEIITIWNET
TKAHIETLE
BomrhvsETLE

< nhboLleWnWE L
BLELET

E2ZBAD LIS

THIZHY N E Y ZTXVE L

B i

Level 1V students are expected to know how to use and respond to the following phrases, in addition
to those at Levels |, I, and llI:

TLlwoHlLxro3FETLE
BNFEET
BllZLoHWWET

il &N EHE AN
DELRVHLO TN
THEAEELTCWET /B £
FeRHIZL S LE L7z
FWREBHEEICRD E L
BENUAD £F
SELRWNEDOTTR
LTI WERA

5.0 Sample Questions

The following are actual questions that were used during the Preliminary Rounds at Level Il in a past
Japan Bowl of California. They show the wide range and style of questions used during the Japan
Bowl Rounds, as well as the way in which the questions are posed.

ON THE SCREEN: Picture of something wrapped in a furoshiki.
MODERATOR: The Japanese often wrap gifts in a square cloth, like this.
What is the name of this cloth? Write your answer in hiragana.
ANSWER: SAHLE
ON THE SCREEN: A. Rice 1. Shizuoka
B. Tea 2. Hokkaido
C. Dairy 3. Niigata
MODERATOR: Match the Japanese product with the region that is

famous for producing it:
ANSWER: A3, B1, C2




ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

Woodblock print of the Satsuma Rebellion

Who was the leader of the Satsuma Rebellion of 1877? Write your
answer in Romaji.

Saigo Takamori

Picture of a Shinto priest doing "oharai"

This priest is performing a common ritual. What does it signify? Write
your answer in English.

Purification / driving out evil spirits

Show a picture of O\2 72 A
March 3 in Japan is a special day for girls. What is the name of

this holiday? Write your answer in hiragana.
U7 E50  or HHLDOHE <

A SFERARMTEEL,

B. 34 H AT < 1E 5 BT,

C.EIEHAR TSI ENRH Y FHA,

Choose the sentence closest in meaning to the following:
REAERNILD TUTEE T,

C

“Listen Carefully”

Please listen carefully and then write this sentence in English.
FED ZIRCT o TN D HEEFRTALSATT,

The student who is sitting by/near the window is Kenji.

O LEDIZEARS ANE A=V o
A HbWVELT,

B &L,

C <nElZ,

What word should go in the blank?

B

x5 L& LBl <720 £ 8
In hiragana, fill in the blank with the appropriate verb.
ME5ED

Picture of one dog and three cats
e R TREBOEZHZ TLLEEIW, ObLBRTIEATIIEIN,
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ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR :

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:
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WBRRWNSTRE L RINSARENET,

Student arriving back home

When Japanese children come back home in the afternoon from school,
what is their mother likely to say? Write your answer in hiragana.
BNZD LIV

Picture of someone swimming

Please listen carefully. [[LA < ANTKEKERZ2 DT, FRO 7 — )L THiE
LCWET, HEENOLARH ET—H 2000 A — MIkEET, LA
< ANT—HENTT A — MR E E T, |

10000 (A— kL)

volunteer

This English word has become part of the Japanese vocabulary. How
do the Japanese write it? Write your answer in katakana.
R T 47

@,
In kaniji, write the names of any three colors.
Possible answers include: 2 HIRH

Dl LOREZIEL HPEATT,
What is wrong with this sentence? Answer in English.
You should not call yourself "san.”

£

Using the kanji on the screen, write an expression which means
"be particular about, worry about, bother about, be concerned about."
RIZT D, [T D

&

How many strokes are in this kanji?
12




