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The inaugural Japan Bowl® of Southern California will take place on Saturday,
March 9, 2013 at the Bellarmine College of Liberal Arts at Loyola Marymount
University. The event is made possible in part by a generous grant from The
Freeman Foundation.

This Study Guide describes the format, content, and rules of the Japan Bowl® of
Southern California competition. It also describes who is eligible to compete. The Study
Guide’s purpose is to help students and teachers form teams and prepare for the 2013
competition.

An Administrative Guide will be issued in Fall 2012, after all administrative
arrangements for the 2013 competition have been made. The Administrative Guide will
describe the application process and payment procedures.

Please read this Study Guide carefully. In the months before the competition, the Japan
Bowl® of Southern California Committee (JBSCC) might make some changes to the
information contained in this guide. JBSCC will inform all participants promptly of any
changes that are made. Inquiries should be sent by email to Kay Amano, Programs
Director, Japan America Society of Southern California at amano@jas-socal.org.
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1. What is the Japan Bowl®?

In 1992, to make the study of Japan and the Japanese language both challenging and
enjoyable, the Japan-America Society of Washington, D.C., launched the National Japan
Bowl®, an annual competition that recognizes and encourages the nearly 50,000 high
school students across the United States who have chosen to study Japanese as their
foreign language. Over the years, the National Japan Bowl® has grown to become the
pre-eminent venue for demonstrating American students’ knowledge of Japan, its
language, its history, and its culture, focusing a national spotlight on the close,
longstanding relationship between the two countries and their people.

The Japan Bowl® of Southern California will be modeled on the National Japan Bowl®.
Given that one-third, or approximately 15,000, of all high school students studying
Japanese in the U.S. live and go to school in Southern California, Japan Bowl® of
Southern California promises to be one of the most important regional contests of its kind.

In addition to being an outstanding opportunity for students of Japanese language and
culture to meet one another, immerse themselves in all things Japanese for a day, and
publicly demonstrate the depth of their knowledge of Japan, the Japan Bowl® of Southern
California will serve as a preliminary round for the National Japan Bowl®, with the
winning team representing Southern California in the national championship.

At the conclusion of the Japan Bowl® of Southern California competition, the winning
Level 3 and 4 teams will be declared Southern California Champions, and the advanced-
level Champions will be awarded a trip to compete in the National Japan BowI|® on April
11-12, 2013.

2. Participation

2.1 Levels

The Japan Bowl® is open to full-time students who are currently enrolled in Levels III,
and IV Japanese language classes at a high school in Southern California, whether in
regular or block schedule classes. These levels correspond to the equivalent level of high
school Japanese language study:

Level III Students enrolled in third year high school-level Japanese language study
Level IV Students enrolled in fourth year high school-level Japanese language
study or in AP Japanese

Please note that these levels are based on the course level, and not the number of years
that a student has studied Japanese in high school. For example, a high school
sophomore who began Japanese language study in elementary or junior high school
might be studying with high school seniors in Level IV and therefore would be eligible for
the Level IV team. However, that student could not participate as a member of a Level
III team, because that is below his/her current level of study.



2.2

2.3

Team Formation

Each school may send only one team at each level.

All team members must be formally studying Japanese at the same high school.
A team must consist of two or three students. One student is not a team. JBSCC
strongly encourages schools to form a team of three students instead of two. A
Japanese kotowaza says, “"Sannin yoreba, Monju no chie / Three people together

have the wisdom of Monju.”

Student Eligibility

The following rules about Japanese language education and experience govern eligibility:

a.

3.

3.1

Students who are native speakers of Japanese or who use Japanese at home are
not eligible to compete.

Students who have spent more than a total of three months in Japan on a study or
home-stay program or who have had other significant exposure to the Japanese
language outside the high school curriculum are not eligible to compete.

Participation is permitted at one level higher than the student’s current high school
level of Japanese studies, but is not permitted at any level lower than his/her
current level.

If a student participates in the Japan Bowl® at one level higher than the one at
which he/she is currently enrolled, that student will not be eligible to compete in a
future Japan Bowl® at the same or a lower level.

Students taking the AP Japanese Language and Culture course are eligible to
compete in the 2013 competition at Level IV.

2013 Competition Format, Rules, and Schedule

Draft Schedule for 2013

This is a draft schedule and is subject to change. It is provided early to assist you in
planning your visit to the 2013 Japan Bowl®. We will notify participants of any changes.

Saturday, March 9

8:00 - 9:00 am Registration & Continental Breakfast
9:05 -9:15 am Presentation introducing LMU, Auditorium
9:15 - 9:45 am Opening Ceremony, Auditorium
9:45 - 10:00 am Break

10:00 - 10:45 am First Round

11:00 - 11:45 pm Second Round



3.2

12:00 - 1:00 pm Lunch
1:00 - 2:15 pm Special Guests, and Cultural Workshops, Auditorium
Guided Tours of LMU for all non-senior level students
2:15 - 2:30 pm Championship Round — Rules, Auditorium
2:30 - 3:15 pm Championship Round — Level III, Auditorium
3:30 - 4:15 pm Championship Round — Level 1V, Auditorium
4:15 - 4:45 pm Awards and Closing Ceremony, Auditorium

First and Second Preliminary Rounds - Format and Rules

Each team will be placed at a table in one large room and compete with all other
teams at the same level.

The First and Second Rounds are closed to the general public, except that teachers,
chaperones, and others who have pre-registered will be admitted, based on
available space.

50 questions (worth 2 points each) will be presented in each Round.

All questions will be projected, using PowerPoint slides, on a large screen.

American and Japanese moderators (native speakers) will read the questions.

Each question will indicate how the answer should be given: in English, in hiragana,
in kanji, etc. (See the list of answer icons below.)

Students will write their answers on the answer sheet.

Halfway through each round (after 25 questions have been read), teams will shift
tables, so no team is disadvantaged by distance from the screen.

After each set of 25 questions is read, students MUST put their pens and pencils
down and stop writing when told to do so by the moderator. Failure to do so will
result in disqualification from the competition.

Correct answers will be given at the end of each round in order to reinforce the
learning experience through participation in the Japan Bowl® of Southern California.

ANSWER ICONS

EN English

JP Any combination of Japanese (kanji, hiragana, katakana - but
not romaji)

U\6  hiragana

717} katakana

B kanji

ABC Multiple choice

RO romaji for Japanese names*

123 Western numerals

*Any commonly-used variant of romaji can be used. For example, Tokyo can be
written as “"Tokyo” or “Toukyou.” A newspaper can be “shinbun” or “shimbun.”
A map can be “chizu” or “tizu.”




Rules for the First and Second Rounds

3.3

Questions will be read only once, except for Japanese comprehension questions,
which will be read twice.

Conferring among team members is allowed.

All teams must provide their answers in writing on the team answer sheet. Any
member of a team may write the answer(s) to the question. As described above,
the slide will give the “answer icon,” and the moderator also will state in which
language form the answer should be written.

There is a 30-second time limit for answering each question. However, 60 seconds
will be allotted for questions that require translation from English to Japanese. The
clock begins when the moderator has finished reading the question. The
timekeeper will call a *10 seconds” warning. At the end of the allocated time, the
timekeeper will call “time,” and the slide will advance to the next question.
Although you may keep working on questions after the time has expired, you will
run the risk of missing the next question.

There is no partial credit for partially correct answers. There is no penalty for an
incorrect response, including on multiple-choice questions.

When answering in full sentences in Japanese, teams must use the polite forms (T
9 - £79°), unless otherwise instructed.

Any answers that are difficult for the judges to read or identify may result in an
incorrect answer. Therefore, write your answers large and clearly.

Championship Round - Format and Rules

The combined scores from the First and Second Rounds will determine which three
teams at each level advance to the Championship Rounds. The combined scores
also will determine the 4" and 5™ place winners.

If there is a tie among the top five teams, the IBSCC will review the teams'
answers on five pre-determined questions, covering both language and non-
language topics, to determine the top five teams.

The results will be announced in the auditorium after lunch.

If all members of a team qualifying for the Championship Round are not present at
the time of announcement, the next runner-up team will replace the team that is
missing its member(s).

The Championship Rounds will be conducted on stage, using a quiz show format.
The scores from the First and Second Rounds will hot be carried over to the
Championship Round, i.e., the Championship will be determined solely by the team
score in the Championship Round.

The Championship Rounds are open to the public, so students, friends, and family
are welcome to attend.



Types of Questions

The Championship Round will focus on Japanese language communication skills and
knowledge of Japan, using three types of questions:

1.

Toss-Up Questions - 15 “toss-up” questions, each worth 2 points (only one team
will win points for each question). Maximum points = 30 points.

Individual Communication Questions - one question per student, 5 points each.
Maximum points =15 points.

Team Questions - 10 questions, 2 points per question. Maximum points = 20
points.

Rules for the Toss-Up Questions

1.

9.

10.

11.

12.

There will be 15 questions.

Conferring among team members is not allowed.

Any student on the team may answer a toss-up question. A student must ring the
buzzer to signal, and only that student may answer.

A student must wait to be called on before answering verbally. After the
timekeeper determines the order in which students signaled, the moderator will
call on the first student who signaled. Answers given prior to being called on will
not be accepted.

If students from different teams signal simultaneously, the students involved will
be asked to write their answer, without conferring with their teammates.

When a student signals before the moderator finished reading the question, the
moderator will stop reading. The remainder of the question will not be read.
The student may answer only once and cannot change his/her answer. The first
answer is final. Each judge will record what he/she heard, and the decision
whether to declare the answer correct will be based on what a majority of the
judges heard.

If two students answer incorrectly, the moderator will repeat the question once.
Any student from the remaining team may then signal and answer the question.
If no team provides the correct answer, the moderator will provide the answer.
If no team signals after the moderator has asked or repeated a question, the
moderator will give the answer and then move on to the next question.

When answering in full sentences in Japanese, students must use the polite forms
(T7 - £7), unless otherwise instructed.

Scoring:

1. Each correct answer is worth 2 points.

2. There is no partial credit for partially correct answers.

3. A team will not receive credit for a correct answer if its members conferred.

4. If students from different teams signal simultaneously, all students with the
correct answer will be awarded full points.

5. If a student signals after the moderator has read the entire question, there
is no penalty for an incorrect response.

6. If a student signals before the moderator has completed reading the
question and then answers incorrectly, his/her team will be penalized 2
points. If a student from second team also signaled before the moderator
completed reading the question and then answers incorrectly, his/her team
will also be penalized 2 points.




Rules for the Individual Communication Questions

1.

Each team member will select a numbered card, drawn by lottery. Students then
will be called on to answer verbally in numerical order.

A PowerPoint slide will appear for each number. It will contain a well-known
Japanese idiomatic expression (a proverb, idiom, or yojijukugo), an affective
expression, or an onomatopoeic expression. The team member must use that
expression or idiom in a sentence or two to demonstrate that he/she fully
understands its meaning.

Conferring among students is not allowed.

Each student will have a total of 60 seconds within which to prepare his/her
answer and to say it. If a student has not started to speak after 30 seconds have
passed, the timekeeper will say, “30 seconds.”

The student should speak clearly and loudly into the microphone. The judges may
not ask the student to repeat.

A group of native speaker judges will decide whether the student has clearly and
accurately communicated the answer in Japanese. They will use a maru-batsu, yes
or no decision, with the majority decision to prevail.

Each question is worth 5 points, so there are 15 possible points per team. If the
team has only two members, the average of the two scores will be multiplied by 3
to determine the team score.

Rules for the Team Questions

M.

.0\

10.

There will be 10 team questions. Each question is worth 2 points.

The same question will be asked to all teams simultaneously.

Questions are read only once.

Conferring among team members is allowed.

All teams must provide their answers in writing. Any member of the team may
write the answer(s) to the question.

After a question is read, each team must write its answer on the white board.
There is a 30-second time limit to answer each question, depending on the
complexity of the question. The clock begins when the moderator has finished
reading the question. The timekeeper will call a "10 seconds” warning. At the end
of the allocated time, the timekeeper will call “time,” and the team must show its
white board.

There is no partial credit for partially correct answers. There is no penalty for an
incorrect response.

When answering in full sentences in Japanese, students must use the polite forms
(T9 - £7), unless otherwise instructed.

Any answers that are difficult for the judges to read or identify may result in an
incorrect answer. Therefore, please be sure your handwriting is large and clear.
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4. 2013 Japan Bowl® of Southern California Topics and
Questions

The Japan Bowl® of Southern California tests both language and non-language topics. In
2013, the Japan Bowl® will challenge students on the topics described in this section.

4.1 Japan Knowledge (Language Topics)

Some recently-published books are good resources for the special language topics
covered each year. We recommend them because they provide good English explanations
of common Japanese expressions, which are often hard for students to grasp.

An excellent reference on Japanese idioms and especially kotowaza is 101 Japanese
Idioms, by Michael L. Maynard and Senko K. Maynard. A revised edition was published
by McGraw-Hill in 2009 and is available from Amazon.com for $14.95. It includes a 90-
minute CD with dialogues.

An excellent reference forlU=F#sE (yojijukugo) is Kanji de Manga's Yojijukugo,
Amazon.com sells it for $9.99.

An excellent reference for onomatopoeia is Jazz Up Your Japanese with Onomatopoeia,
by Hiroko Fukuda, published by Kodansha International in 2003 and sold by Amazon.com
for $12.26.

Unfortunately, the only reference that we have found for affective expressions is out of
print, although it is available from used book sellers. It is Ronald Suleski and Masada
Hiroko's Affective Expressions in Japanese ( H ARERIE R BLOT5]) , which was published
by The Hokuseido Press in 1982. Amazon.com lists a number of used copies for sale,
starting at $8.50.

4.2 Japan Knowledge (Non-Language Topics)

The chart on pages 12 - 13 lists the categories from which non-language questions
will be drawn over the next three years. These categories should act as a curriculum
guide for students to develop their knowledge of Japan over a three-year period. In
2013 non-language questions will come from the column marked “Year 3 (2013),”
which is highlighted in yellow.

Note to students and teachers: JBSCC encourages students to pursue the study of the
non-language topics with their team-mates and to learn from a variety of reliable sources.
That is what the most successful National Japan Bowl® champions and teams have done
over the years.

JBSCC suggests that students familiarize themselves with the material on Web-Japan
(http://web-japan.org). Another good source of information on Japan is Nipponia
Magazine, which is available on-line at http://web-
japan.org/nipponia/archives/en/index.html. Daily reports on current events in Japan can
be found at http://www.newsonjapan.com.
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Some useful reference books are:
o Kodansha’s Japan at a Glance: HAE 2 Z L Hi

o The JTB series The Illustrated Guide to Japan and Japan in Your Pocket (available
through www.jptrading.com)

o Are Japanese Cats Left-Handed? and Who Invented Natto? , written by Yoko
Toyozaki, Stuart Varnam-Atkin, and Sawada Gumi (IBC Publishing)

o The Anime Companion: What’s Japanese in Japanese Animation? by Gilles Poitras
(Stone Bridge Press)

o Shikitari: Unfolding Japanese Tradition, available through Amazon.com

o Annual Events in Japan (2 volumes), by Noriko Takano and translated by Reiko
Matano and Margaret Breer (Ehon House Publishing)

o Fodor’s Exploring Japan: Discover the Country’s Cultural and Historical Treasures,
Pastimes, and Pleasures, 6" Edition (2008)


http://www.jptrading.com/
http://www.jptrading.com/
http://www.jptrading.com/
http://www.jptrading.com/
http://www.jptrading.com/
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Non-Language Topics and Categories: Three-Year Cycle

Year 1 (2014)

Year 2 (2015)

Year 3 (2013)

History Edo / Tokugawa Meiji-Taisho Periods: | Showa-Heisei Periods:
Period: well-known well-known events, well-known events,
events, people, and people, and terms people, and terms
terms

Arts and Performing Arts, Visual Arts, Literary Arts, including

Culture including kabuki, including painting famous authors and

(both bunraku, noh, and prints, novels; literary forms,

traditional kyogen, theater and | sculpture, ceramics, | children's folk tales

and modern)

drama, traditional
music, tea ceremony

handicrafts,
ikebana, and
architecture

Geography Topography, regions, | Nature and the Japan's economy and
and the major islands, environment, flora industry, including famous
Economy prefectures; major and fauna, companies, transportation,
cities, mountains, agriculture and work life, and
seas, lakes, rivers, fisheries demographics
etc.
Daily Life Rites of life (birth, Festivals, holidays, Food, drink, clothing,
and Society school, marriage, seasonal events, housing, things in and
death, etc.), religion, | celebrations around Japanese homes
daily manners and
aisatsu, body
language and
gestures
Popular Sports and the Japanese youth Information Society:
Culture martial arts culture, including broadcasting, newspapers
anime, manga, and | and magazines,
popular music advertising, internet,
telecommunications
Current Events and developments in Japanese politics, society, economics, and
Events international affairs during the past year, plus basic knowledge of
Japan's government and national symbols
US-Japan The US-Japan connection: interaction between the two countries in the
relations topics listed above
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Non-Language Topics and Categories: Three-Year Cycle

Year 1 (2014)

Year 2 (2015)

Year 3 (2013)

il T [ TEREAR BIVE. KRIERFK: BEAn, SRR R
W/ AN kR L W/ AN kR L | iR/ A/ HkEe L
T & 3T | A N X, BAREZR/N
b WEEf, SCES, BB, JES. BIG. | faEL AR, A A, XFORBIFEA, #E
(B | Bl HHlER, REL S Fakies., L35, AT ih. REEZEd
BIOH 1B, BEE G
REJ)
MR LR | M. Mk, B, BREE. @Y. AARDRRF & EE
% FE ek, Mk, AT, L v N | R, R B4R, AEEE. T
&, ¥ATE, NOFET
AEARE | HEAORK GEAE, A, R, 28 | &, PSS H., F99T EMm, Kk, £F/. B
D = X d) | B HEo~F—Ltig | F. 8K AKODFZTHLNDHD
B, Bk, VAT —
Ry THh | AR—>, RE HEE, T=A, & | bt
NTFx— W, R 2T TLE, TU4, Bl
MERE, IR, A v F—X
v b, B
PSR ATFEEN D BIEORFE « BiR, tha. B, EHEEREGR

AADBUN, BURIZI T D A,

H oK BiR

FRERO My ZIZBT 5 B KER




4.3 Kanji - Reading and Writing

Students should be able to read and write these kanji and give their meanings in
English. Note: Some kanji, but not all, used in the Japan Bowl® of Southern California
will come from these lists. Students should also be able to read and write kanji
compounds formed by kanji in this list.

Level III:

a. the following kanji:

— - = it k) VAN € N\ n + =] T+ B !
H A K K PN & T i ¥ B b} F 5 &
fal i3 L + i1} % ) 3 ] x + T v A
A 5 L8 5’ 53 F £ & = bifi L 23 B K
¥:N i Z " N B X £ 4 B3 E R £} K
17 P H A A = oS E3] ER i n 1€ B K
& & & ] R 23 X = 5] ES 1 y::\ V]

3] it ® [i] it & i} # i) il &R B B

H =] F* il 12| x i e 2 JT J& 58 GE

by = £y = # =] & 7R = =| = oF R

Fi3 B * & An ) & /4 # i i IE =

il # B e g & ] ES & = = T 73

b. kanji compounds composed of those in the above list, including, for example:

R R E HA KE =] faI&

B B 4E iE & E

Level IV:

a. the following kanji as well as the Level III lists:

1 5 th E73 B i 15 L R F B R £
#* G} i 5l £ B 18 LS =+ % 2 R f& X
= = pli = % b = B ) & H g1 Bic &
e 23 E 3 it = AR [E] = = o #t = 3 b3
2 & =2 U3 ] S ball +~ i 3E & & #

b. kanji compounds composed of the kanji in the Level III and IV lists, including:

{7 $HiE plin e &= #hiie
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4.4 Topics, Family, and Place Names in Kanji

Students should be able to read and pronounce (but not write) the following kanji
compounds.

4.4.1 This Year’s Topics in Kanji

The following kanji compounds are words that correspond to some of this year’s non-
language topics (see the chart in Section 4.2).

Level III should be able to read, pronounce, and know the meaning of the
following words and concepts:

RIS TR B RERKE RKEFHE XF
BAEZZEZ X2 E= % BUA

Level IV should be able to read, pronounce, and know the meaning of the
following words and concepts, plus those in the Level I1II list:

FE BRERXEX RBEXAXEX RAXEX HS

4.4.2 Family Names in Kanji
These are some of the most common family names in Japan.

Students in Level III should be able to read and pronounce the following family
names:

Tanaka Heh Takahashi =5
Yamada LI Yamamoto A
Yamaguchi if]m] Matsumoto N
Nakamura h#t Inoue HE
Kimura N Kobayashi INER
Hayashi #® Yoshida =H
Honda AH Matsushita /NS

Students in Level IV should be able to read and pronounce the following family
names, in addition to the family names listed for Level III:

Sato ik Sasaki ERXK
Watanabe pigul Shimizu FHK
Ito {Fik Suzuki |

Kato Nk Nomura ES2)



4.4.3 Place Names in Kanji

16

Students at Level I1II should be able to read and pronounce the following place

names:

Cities of Japan

Tokyo HER Fukuoka
Kyoto REB Sapporo
Osaka KBR Hiroshima
Yokohama iR Sendai
Nagoya 2HE

Major Islands of Japan

Honshu . Hokkaido
Kyushu L Okinawa
Shikoku =

Oceans and Seas
Pacific Ocean (Taiheiyo) X% Sea of Japan (Nihonkai)

Regions of Japan

Kanto B R Chubu
Kansai 3T Chugoku
Tohoku it

&
FLIR
IN=
=y

jtiEE
i

BAE

S
thiE

Students at Level IV should be able to read and pronounce the following place

names, in addition to the place names listed for Levels III:

Cities of Japan

Kobe A Nikko
Kawasaki JUE Nagasaki
Nara =R

Prefectures of Japan

Kanagawa rEIN Hyogo
Aichi Z50

£E
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Mountains, peninsulas, seas

Mt Fuji =t Izu F=E
Alps BEA7ILTR Inland Sea (Seto Naikai) #EF NG
Airports

Narita & H Haneda FH

Well-known areas of Tokyo

Ginza $R Akihabara MER
Shinjuku EEE] Harajuku [RT8
Ueno 53 Asakusa xR
Shibuya e

4.5 Katakana

Teams will be asked to give the English equivalent of Japanese words written in katakana.
Here are some examples:

TILINA+ Part-time work
DA H— Turn signal
A0 Mexico

FroR)L Channel

Ray Button or peony

Students also will be expected to write some English words in katakana, as the Japanese
commonly use and write them. Here are some examples:

France TIVA
Television TLE
Germany k1Y
Taxi 2o —

4.6 Idiomatic Japanese

During each three-year period, the Japan Bowl® rotates idiomatic expressions
from the following categories. The yellow box highlights the topics for 2013.

2013 2014 2015
Idiomatic Japanese Expressions using the Language of
Japanese proverbs, idioms, | names of parts of the feelings:
and yojijukugo human body, such as me, | expressions using
(PI=FFARE) te , etc. ki and kokoro




Under each expression is the literal translation and also an English equivalent.

Level III students should learn the following:

TEIZ/NE RIIZZIEA
giving a gold coin to a cat / casting pearls to swine, wasting something good or
expensive on someone who won't appreciate it

HAMIEITE=NS THWMEST=nb

the stake that sticks out gets hammered down / don't stand out or make waves, the
thing that is different will be forced into conformity '

RbARANLELD cHLEhoHbd
even monkeys fall from trees / anyone can make a mistake
BiEF=-L\ThT=5 WLIELZEzFzL\TH1=5

tap on a stone bridge before crossing / being very cautious, test the waters before
jumping in, look before leaping

BDLIZH=5F WLDSZRICHTARA

sitting on a stone for 3 years / patience and perseverance pay off in the end
— 4B Lo L&IIFASHLY

to risk one's whole life / with all one's might, to the best of one's ability
M- THIEEF D HHSHO>TUM=FED

when it rains, the ground gets firm / after the storm comes the calm, adversity builds
character, out of tough times comes the good

+A+8 CwSIZAslNA

ten people, ten colors / everyone is different, everyone has his or her own tastes
MFERR HEIE2B0S

Japanese and Western mixture / to combine Japanese and Western styles
EHHNTE AV Y2V 94N

not saying is a flower / some things are better left unsaid, silence is golden
MEOMICHE HESDBIZIES

the bee stings on a crying face / when it rains it pours, bad things come in three's

' Many Japanese also say: T3£I(< &) #5703 /the nail that sticks out gets hammered down.....

18
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RULDIZITENHD DIYELDIZF S BB

there is luck in leftovers / all things come to (s)he who waits

LYLRINEILELD LYULDENIERFELELD

when piled up, even dust becomes a mountain / lots of small efforts lead to great things

WMICASTIEFIZLI=AZ  ITIITL>TIEXISICLE=AZ

when you go to a village, submit to the village / when in Rome, do as the Romans do

LUMBID WLATALA

to communicate by way of the heart / to read the other's mind, to know instinctively
tER/\i2 LETAIESE, GILRIAVDOEE

fall down 7 times and get up 8 / never quit, never say die, persevere

BEEE 2HEIEHD

going right and left / run around in confusion, like a chicken with its head cut off

FR AR A HIHLEZ

before the morning meal / it's a piece of cake, an easy task

Level IV students should learn the following in addition to all of the above:

HORDEXBEMNST WREMDIDLT ELNHIWNELLT

a frog in the well doesn't know the ocean / to know nothing of the outside world
ZEABFNEHORE SAIZAENIEHALWDEZ

3 people together have the wisdom of Monju® / two heads are better than one
BiEmA (B{EEim) CLAFAFA

brimming with confidence, supremely confident, be full of confidence

A& F i B EFAIE

halfway and incomplete / to leave things half-finished, half-hearted, botched up
=HHE HoOMFEST

a three day monk / someone who doesn't stick with anything for long, or gives up easily
B BT =ALASIZA

solitary posting / refers to a business person who is transferred to a new assignment, but
leaves the family behind (usually because of the children's education)

2 Monju (&7 (¥&D)is the Japanese name for Manjusri Bodhisattva, the Buddhist deity of education and wisdom.
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iz A HY< ITEHHK

to polish one's arms / to hone one's skills, work to master one's craft

SHREE Co<Iz<ELSL &L

the weak are meat for the strong to eat / survival of the fittest, law of the jungle, only
the strong survive

KiR&EE WAL
daikon (radish) actor / a bad or ham actor, as in this quote from a Japanese website:

“Something of a ‘daikon yakusha,’ she needs to rely on her looks rather than her
dramatic skills to survive. *

4.7 Gitaigo/Giongo (Onomatopoeic Expressions)

The onomatopoeic expressions to be used in the competition will come from the following
list. In some cases the moderator will read the expression in Japanese, and the team
must give the English translation or explain when and how it might be used. As the
questions become more challenging, students might be given an expression or shown a
picture and asked to complete a sentence using the most appropriate expression. They
might be asked to make their own sentence using the expression.

Level III students should learn the following:

MAMA AEAL TYUY S5
IHEH UL&LUL& FUVI LN bak=Fk=3
XAI1FA <HECT (XXFE LSS
585 EICENRE FYFY (OO
UVATA (T51+5

Level IV students should learn the following in addition to all of the above:

SDARD ThEh 222 —ZTT
SASA £H<#<

3 Why daikon? Because daikon are commonplace and don't have any special taste or appearance.
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4.8 Affective Expressions

Level III students should be able to understand and use the following affective
expressions:

=o¢& Boh HEHE F9 Py

DLTIZ ESt 2FY Fh SIA

Level IV students should be able to understand and use the following affective
expressions, in addition to those at Level III:

TLA Col& [FoE &< H<ET &IThK

5.0 Sample Questions

The following are actual questions that were used during the Preliminary Rounds at Level
ITI in a past National Japan Bowl. They show the wide range and style of questions used
during the Japan Bowl|® Rounds, as well as the way in which the questions are posed.

Sample 1
ON THE SCREEN: Picture of something wrapped in a furoshiki.
MODERATOR: The Japanese often wrap gifts in a square cloth, like this.
What is the name of this cloth? Write your answer in hiragana.
ANSWER: SALE
Sample 2
ON THE SCREEN: A. Rice 1. Shizuoka
B. Tea 2. Hokkaido
C. Dairy 3. Niigata
MODERATOR: Match the Japanese product with the region that is
famous for producing it:
ANSWER: A3, B1, C2
Sample 3
ON THE SCREEN: Woodblock print of the Satsuma Rebellion
MODERATOR: Who was the leader of the Satsuma Rebellion of 18777 Write

your answer in Romaji.
ANSWER: Saigo Takamori



Sample 4

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

Sample 5

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

Sample 6

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

Sample 7

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

Sample 8

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

Sample 9

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

22

Picture of a Shinto priest doing "oharai"

This priest is performing a common ritual. What does it
signify? Write your answer in English.

Purification / driving out evil spirits

Show a picture of DA

March 3 in Japan is a special day for girls. What is the name of
this holiday? Write your answer in hiragana.

WEEDY or HE D24

A. SERBARANTEFEL,

B. RFEBAANTIEIALWNTT,

C. FEHARANTOIENHYFEE A,

Choose the sentence closest in meaning to the following:
KEBARANILOTITEET,

C

“Listen Carefully”

Please listen carefully and then write this sentence in English.
FED ZILTTHoTWBEEIKXIFALSATT,

The student who is sitting by/near the window is Kenji.

VDELSYIZEHARESAMDA—ILA o
A. H0VFELT,

B. &¥FLT1-,

C. %L1,

What word should go in the blank?

B

X5L% EBhT==HEYVET &,
In hiragana, fill in the blank with the appropriate verb.
AN



Sample 10

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

Sample 11

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

Sample 12

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR :

ANSWER:

Sample 13

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
How
ANSWER:

Sample 14

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

Sample 15

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

23

Picture of one dog and three cats
BERTREBOEERA TSN, ULDETIFATESELY,
WBEDBLSUEFELE RINSAVENET,

Student arriving back home

When Japanese children come back home in the afternoon from
school, what is their mother likely to say? Write your answer in
hiragana.

YAV ADE AT A

Picture of someone swimming

Please listen carefully. MNUALAIXKKEED T, 2RO T—ILTHE
LTWET, AEANSEERET—H 2000 A—kLiKEET , ILALAIE
— BRI A—RILKEET D, J

10,000 (A—kJL)

volunteer

This English word has become part of the Japanese vocabulary.
do the Japanese write it? Write your answer in katakana.
RIUT47

&

In kanji, write the names of any three colors.
Possible answers include: 28#&

DLELOGFRAIL HFSATY,
What is wrong with this sentence? Answer in English.
You should not call yourself “san.”



Sample 16

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

Sample 17

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

24

X\

Using the kanji on the screen, write an expression which means
"be particular about, worry about, bother about, be concerned
about."

K[UZT B RITED

&

How many strokes are in this kanji?
12
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