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Japan America Society of Southern California Celebrates 
100 Years at its Centennial Dinner & Gala Celebration  

 Celebrities and Organization Members Unite To Raise Funds for  

Cultural Educational Programs in Southern California 
  

May 29, 2009 - Los Angeles, Calif. - Japan America Society of Southern California (JASSC) 

commemorates a centennial of loyal friendships and fruitful ties between Japanese and Americans at its 

Centennial Dinner & Gala Celebration at The Globe Theatre, Universal Studios Hollywood on Monday, 

June 15, 2009.  Masters of Ceremonies George Takei (Star Trek and Heroes), David Ono (KABC news 

anchor) and William Whitaker (CBS news correspondent) join as hosts, with entertainment for the 

evening including a performance by a Grammy Award and Golden Globe Award winner and a raffle 

drawing for the grand prize Lexus 2009 LS 600h luxury hybrid vehicle valued at $117,500. 

 
“We are looking forward to receiving very special guests that evening, including The Honorable 
 
Ichiro Fujisaki, Japanese Ambassador to the U.S.A. and his wife, Madame Yoriko Fujisaki”, says Robert  
 
Brasch, chairman of JASSC, “this would mark Ambassador Fujisaki's first official public appearance in  
 
Los Angeles since his appointment to Washington, D.C. in June 2008.” 
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This centennial celebration, black-tie cocktail reception and dinner serves as the JASSC’s key 

fund-raising event for the year.  Funds raised during this event will aid the organization as it 

continues to build the relationships between Japanese and Americans in the Southern California 

area and promote cultural, educational opportunities for the area. The evening’s festivities begin 

at 6:00 p.m. on a private Universal Studios back lot with a spectacular schedule which includes a 

variety of entertainment, including a musical performance by Grammy Award and Golden Globe 

Award winner, Kitaro, and a splendid selection of silent auction items as well as raffle prizes.  A 

handful of surprise appearances from Southern California area dignitaries and entertainers will 

provide additional entertainment for the evening. “We are delighted to have Kitaro honor us with 

a private musical performance,” says Nancy Woo Hiromoto, chair elect of JASSC.  Hiromoto 

adds, “Kitaro personifies the mission of JASSC as his music transcends borders and his 

performance will be a very special treat for our guests.”   

 

“At this milestone in the Society’s important history, we hope to raise significant funding to help 

ensure the sustainability and expansion of our programs that fulfill the Society’s mission, such as 

the Japan Kite Workshop and the U.S. – Japan Green Conference”, says Kappei Morishita of 

Panasonic, co-vice chairman of the JASSC.  The Japan Kite Workshop is one of the educational 

programs sponsored by Hitachi throughout the year in which a Japanese Kite Master visits from 

Japan to present “hands on” workshops that teach young, underserved students how to build and 

fly a traditional Japanese kite of bamboo and washi paper.  The workshops expose the students to 

art, culture and science that they would otherwise not receive.  Each year, this program benefits  
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about 1,000 underprivileged students.  The annual U.S. – Japan Green Conference provides an 

international platform to present global clean air initiatives, showcase innovative green products 

and technologies, and educate the business community on environmental marketing strategies.   

 

In addition to multiple silent auction items bid on throughout the evening, a limited number of 

raffle tickets, only 1,000, will be sold for the chance to win one of three top prizes.  Toyota 

Motor Sales, the title sponsor of the Centennial Dinner, has donated a Lexus 2009 LS 600h 

luxury hybrid vehicle, valued at $117,500, for the evening’s top opportunity drawing prize.  

Second and third prizes include two business-class roundtrip tickets to Japan on American 

Airlines and $3,000 cash.  Prices for raffle tickets are $200 for one (1) ticket; three (3) for $500; 

seven (7) tickets for $1,000.    Additional information and tickets for the JASSC Centennial 

Dinner & Gala Celebration are available online at www.jas-socal.org or by calling (213) 627-

6217, ext. 207. 

 

About Japan America Society of Southern California   

Founded in 1909 to build economic, cultural, governmental and personal relationships between the people 

of Japan and America.  It is the West Coast’s premier educational and public affairs forum dedicated to 

the United States–Japan relationship.  JASSC is a qualified 501(c)(3) nonprofit, charitable education 

organization and is supported by 120 Japanese and American corporate members and 2,000 individual 

members.  # # # 
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