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A Message from 
the President

The fall is a busy time of the year for the Japan 
America Society of Southern California (JAS).  
While we continue to plan and host special 

programs highlighting the US-Japan relationship and 
providing unparalleled opportunities for relationship building between Japanese and Americans, we also have 
a number of standing committees that are now working to ensure a successful year in 2014.   

A primary focus for 2014 will be the kickoff of a two-year membership campaign with the goal of increasing 
individual and corporate membership by 50%. This membership campaign is made possible by a generous grant 
from the Japan Foundation/Center for Global Partnership.  

As a critical first step for the membership campaign, I want to thank those of you who took the time to respond to 
our May 2013 online membership survey. Your responses played a critical role and served to form the agenda for a 
combined board and membership committee strategic planning meeting, which took place in early June 2013 at the 
InterContinental Los Angeles Century City Hotel.

President of JAS Douglas G. Erber
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Based on your responses to the online survey and the resulting discussion at the planning 

retreat, JAS will focus its membership campaign on the following: 

 • Satisfaction and retention of current members

 • Securing new corporate members, especially 
    small-to-medium-sized companies

 • Cultivating new individual members, especially businesswomen 
    and young professionals who are the future of our organization

 • Re-engaging lapsed or “delinquent” members

 • Reaching out to “virtual” members, those individuals who have 
    attended JAS events and have strong connections to Japan but have 
    not become a member

Another priority in 2014 will be to continue to offer unique programs such as Iron Chef Hiroyuki Sakai 
LIVE and the outdoor screening of Hachi – A Dog’s Tale at The Riviera Country Club. We also look 
forward to enhancing the benefit of our educational programs, including Japan Bowl and the Hitachi 
Japanese Kite Workshops, as well as our public affairs programs, including JAPAN in 2014 Symposium 
and the US-Japan Green Conference. For more information about these programs, 
I encourage you to visit the JAS website at www.jas-socal.org.

If you have an interest in becoming more involved with JAS, by serving on a standing committee or 
helping as one of our wonderful volunteers, please contact our office at (310) 965-9050 or 
info@jas-socal.org.

Thank you for your support of JAS! Best wishes for a wonderful holiday season and 
see you soon in 2014!

Sincerely,

Douglas Erber
President, JAS
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Under the silver wings and seemingly immense 
body of the Space Shuttle Endeavor, the 
104th Anniversary Dinner of the Japan 

America Society of Southern California (JAS) was an 
uplifting event for more than 450 members and guests, 
welcomed by JAS Chairman Terry S. Hara. President 
Doug Erber set the tone with a brief review of the JAS’ 
accomplishments in the past year, which he character-
ized as “one of the Society’s most successful to date, as 
well as one of the busiest.” The dinner was held on 
July 2, 2013.

The dinner was highlighted by presentation of the 
JAS’ prestigious Kokusai Shimin Sho International 
Citizens Award – to Hitachi, Ltd. in recognition for its 
numerous contributions to the US-Japan relationship. 
Accepting the award on behalf of Hitachi, Ltd., Senior 
Vice President and Executive Officer Toshiaki Kuzuoka 
emphasized the importance of building cross-cultural 
understanding at a young age, and his hopes that the 
company’s contributions to JAS and many of its 
programs would help further cultural ties and “foster 
a strong and harmonious relationship between the 
two countries.”

JAS Celebrates Anniversary Dinner at 
the California Science Center

Douglas Erber, president of JAS, giving his welcome to the guests
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Emphasizing the very real impact of 
Hitachi’s contributions was Itzayana Lopez, 
a graduate of the Hitachi Japanese Kite 

Workshops, which benefit more than 1000 under-
served children each year. As the Endeavor hung 
above the diners like a giant kite itself, she spoke 
enthusiastically and movingly of the 
workshops, expressing the hope that “other 
children may share a similar experience, and that 
further generations can keep on smiling and keep on 
flying Japanese kites.

Remarks by the Hon. Jun Niimi, consul general 
of Japan in Los Angeles, and congratulatory 
messages from the two countries’ respective
ambassadors rounded out the evening, with 
recognition of the JAS’ contribution to the 2011 
Japan Relief Fund and the observation that the JAS’ 
founding predated the gift by Japan of the cherry 
trees in Washington, D.C.

(Left to right) 104th Gala Chair Douglas Montgomery, 
Itzayana Lopez, Kokusai Shiminsho recipient Toshiaki 
Kuzuoka of Hitachi, and JAS Chairman Terry Hara

Emile Mack, Sukey Roth, Gil Garsetti and Terry Macias

Reception and silent auction
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Up, up and away! - On Sunday, Oct. 
20, 15,000 spectators from around Southern 
California and beyond attended this year’s annual 
Japan America Kite Festival® in Seal Beach. This 
kite festival is the largest of its kind outside of 
Japan and features creative and colorful kites, 
including a record-breaking kite of American and 
Japanese flags stretching more than 300 feet.

As has become customary for the kite festival, 
Delta Air Lines graciously sponsored Kite
Master Mikio Toki’s flight to Los Angeles to 

participate in the festival as well as champion 
competitive kite-flyer Chieko Tagami. Mr. Toki, 
who was born in Japan and has participated in 
11 consecutive Japan America Kite Festivals®, 
not only show off his craft to spectators on the 
beach, but to local school children who took part 
in workshops on the craft of kite making 
and flying.

The Japan America Society of Southern Califor-
nia teams up with LA’s Best (a Los Angeles-based 
after school enrichment program), which buses 

The 17th Annual Japan America Kite 
Festival® Draws a Record 15,000 to 
Seal Beach

Hundreds of kites flew in the sky on October 20th
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in hundreds of kids from underserved areas in LA. 
Doug Erber, the JAS’ president, made special mention 
about this aspect of the festival. “They get to make a 
kite and a number of them have never seen the ocean 
before,” he commented.

Graciela Meibar, vice president of global diversity at 
Mattel, and chair of the Japan America Kite Festival® 

committee, was instrumental in increasing attendance 
and drawing people from a demographic that was less of 
a focal point before she joined the committee. Meibar 
has helped improve the diversity and cultural aspect 
of the festival through the participation of numerous 
members of MADE (Mattel Asian Diversity Exchange) 
who volunteered to ensure that the event was managed 
well and all-inclusive.

Add to that, the food offerings at the festival were a 
huge draw. Keizo Shimamoto brought his team to serve 
500 Original Ramen Burgers. There was Hawaiian 
shaved ice from Hula Girls, takoyaki from Takoyaki 
Tanota, traditional Japanese rice balls and Japanese 
sweets, such as mochi. The entertainment also was a 
big hit, which was showcased on a stage right in the 
center of the beach. Naoki Atkins performed Tsugaru 
Shamisen; thundering roars of Taiko were heard from 
PROTA; Kotobuki no Kai performed its traditional 
Japanese folk dances; and Fujiyama Ichiban, the 
Japanese Samurai live action hero born in the U.S.A, 
provided a photo opportunity and comic book for all of 
the children in attendance.

With the support of Mattel, Inc., Delta Air Lines, 
the local community and numerous other extremely 
generous sponsors, the 17th Annual Japan America Kite 
Festival® was one of the most successful to date. The 
perfect harmony of great weather, cultural food and 
entertainment, as well as the most beautiful kites in the 
world, provided a perfect blueprint for a family-orient-
ed and culturally diverse festival that is sure to remain a 
tradition in Southern California for years to come.

Kite Master Mikio Toki and assistant Chieko Tagami fix 
the US-Japan train kite

Samurai Hero Fujiyama Ichiban made an appearance at 
the kite festival
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R. Thomas Decker has been 
awarded the Order of the 
Rising Sun, Gold Rays with 
Neck Ribbon. Decker served as 
chairman of JAS from 1998 to 
2000. He remained an active 
member of the JAS board and 
served on several standing 
committees until Feb. 2013, 

when the board unanimously elected him to serve as 
an honorary officer. Decker also served as chairman 
of the executive committee for the Japanese American 
National Museum.

“I am deeply honored to receive this decoration from 
the Japanese government,” said Decker. He added, “I 
accept it on behalf of all those who have helped me to 
better relationships between Americans and Japanese.  
This acknowledgement reflects favorably on both the 
Japan America Society of Southern California and the 

Japanese American National Museum, two organiza-
tions for which I have worked so long.”  

Decker graduated from Stanford University in 1958.  
After serving in the U.S. Navy, he began his profession-
al career in the financial industry, and later founded 
Wells Fargo Leasing Corp., serving as its president and 
chief executive officer. In 1977, he was promoted to 
executive vice president and director of Wells Fargo 
Bank’s corporate banking group. Decker joined Bank of 
America and continued serving Japanese businesses to 
establish operations in the U.S. until he retired in 1999 
as the executive vice president and senior corporate 
officer in Southern California.

While serving as a member of the board and chairman 
at JAS, Decker worked to expand the organization and 
the promotion of Japan-U.S. relations. He also was 
successful in bringing numerous high-profile speakers 
and lecturers to JAS events, including playing an 
instrumental role in inviting then-Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi to Los Angeles. Even after retirement, Decker 
continues to provide opportunities for leaders from 
Japan and the U.S. to build personal connections. 

Two JAS Leaders Receive Decorations 
from the Government of Japan 

On Nov. 2, 2013, the government of Japan 
announced the recipients of its Autumn 
2013 Decorations. We are pleased and 

honored R. Thomas Decker and Tatsushi Nakamura 
have been awarded the Order of the Rising Sun.



9

Decker joins a distinguished group of past JAS 

chairmen who have received a decoration from 

the government of Japan, including:

Russell L. Hanlin - Order of the Rising Sun, 
Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon (Autumn 2008)
Richard C. King - Order of the Rising Sun, 
Gold Rays with Rosette (Spring 1999)
Walter F. Beran - Order of the Rising Sun, 
Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon (Autumn 1986)
Victor M. Carter - Order of the Sacred Trea-
sure, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon (Spring 1984)
James D. Hodgson - Grand Gordon of the 
Order of the Rising Sun, Paulownia Flowers 
(Spring 1982) 
Hayward Carroll Parish, Ph.D. - Order of the 
Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Rosette (Autumn 
1968)
Rev. Charles Clark Pierce, Ph.D. - Order of the 
Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Rosette (1923)

Tatsushi Nakamura has been 
awarded the Order of the 
Rising Sun, Gold and Silver 
Rays. Since 2006, Nakamura 
has served on the JAS board 
of governors, and is a friend 
and mentor to members of 
the JAS staff.

Nakamura was born in Kagoshima, Japan, in 1935.  
After high school, he moved to the U.S. and graduated 
from Pasadena Nazarene University. Nakamura worked 
at Sumitomo Bank until 1966, when he was given 
ownership of a Los Angeles hotel from an acquaintance 
in Kagoshima. He managed the hotel for 21 years.  
Today he leads a property management business. 

Nakamura has served in leadership roles in a variety 
of Japanese American organizations. He is a past 

president of both the Japanese Chamber of Commerce 
of Southern California and the Japanese Prefectural 
Association of Southern California. Since 1980, 
Nakamura has served on the board of the Japanese 
American Treaty Centennial Scholarship Fund, which 
has granted more than $730,000 to Japanese American 
students. In addition, he is chairman of Beikoku Shodo 
Kenkyukai (U.S. Association of Japanese Calligraphic 
Art), and was awarded a Commendation of the Consul 
General of Japan in April 2013.

The Orders of the Rising Sun, established in 1875, 
was Japan’s first award. It features rays of sunlight 
radiating from the rising sun, symbolizing energy as 
powerful as the rising sun. The attachment is in the 
shape of a chrysanthemum flower. Orders of the Rising 
Sun are awarded to individuals who have made 
distinguished achievements in the fields of international 
relations, promotion of Japanese culture, advancements 
in their field, developments in welfare or preservation 
of the environment. The awarding of the Order is 
administered by the Decoration Bureau of Office of 
the Prime Minister.  It is awarded in the name of the 
Emperor of Japan.

Order of  the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon
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On Sept. 28, JAS and Japan Foundation Los Angeles co-presented an outdoor movie screening at the Riviera 
Country Club in Pacific Palisades, Calif. The featured film was Sony Pictures’ “Hachi: A Dog’s Tale.” The real-life 
dog, named Layla, who played Hachi in the movie and her owner/trainer, David Allsberry, joined the event for a 
photo session with each of the 150+ guests. Two of the three producers of the movie, Vicki Shigekuni Wong and 
Paul Mason, were featured to offer commentaries and answer questions from the audience.  

We conducted an interview with Vicki Shigekuni Wong:

Q:  What was your inspiration for creating the movie: Hachi, A Dog’s Tale?

A:  I first saw Hachiko’s bronze statue while visiting Tokyo more than 25 years ago. When I learned the story of 
the loyal dog of 1930’s Japan, it struck deep emotions in me, and I adopted a Japanese Shiba dog upon my return. 
I named him Hachi. It was Christmas, he had a red bow around his neck and he was so serene for a puppy. I fell in 
love, and our deep bond continued for 16 years. We were inseparable. When I traveled, he stayed with my parents 
who considered Hachi their “grand dog.”  

JAS Offers Private Member Screening 
of “Hachi: A Dog’s Tale”
An evening amongst the gathered members and guests at a JAS 

“Friendship Through Food” dinner sparked a fantastic idea!

Guests enjoyed their dinner on the grass prior to the movie screening
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Once I stayed with a friend at his lovely St. Paul de 
Vence home in France, and was being urged to stay 
longer. I had been away for a week, and had promised 
to be back to care for Hachi. My dear friend joked 
about it for years. He was aced out by a dog!  

Hachi had such a calm spirit, and I’d call him Buddha 
sometimes. I really was in awe of his dignified being, 
and the grace I felt in his presence. Any issues of my 
busy and sometimes complex life really paled when I 
was with Hachi. He had this quiet power that emanated 
from his soul.  

When Hachi passed away, even though his physical 
body was gone, his spiritual energy was very much alive.  
It was incredible. The deep affection we shared over 
the years continued to illuminate my days and nights.  
When I met Paul Mason, a respected TV/film producer 
of more than 40 years, I shared the story of the beloved 
Japanese dog and how it impacted my life. At the time, 
Paul was not a dog person, but I was passionate about 
my belief in this tender love story. He finally agreed to 
mentor me through the film process, and that’s how it 
all began.  

Q:  How did you and Paul approach Richard Gere to 
not only star in the film, but to co-produce with you?

A:   The first person that popped in my head was 
Richard Gere. I knew of his deep respect for Japanese 
culture. I was asked for alternative choices. I had none.  
Richard’s agent read the script and loved it. He warned 
Richard that his character dies midway and the dog 
was the star. As Richard tells it, he had a deep response 
from the start. He would tell people about the story, 
and become quite emotional. That’s how Richard Gere 
became attached to the film, not only as the star, but 
as my co-producer, as well. He had an intense visceral 
feeling about Hachi’s story. During the production, 
Richard and our director, Lasse Hallstrom, were hands 
on, all the way, and he was a joy to work with through-
out.
  
Q:   What message would you most like to convey to 
someone after he or she has watched the movie?

A:    The compelling reason for making this film was 
to share the intense connection between man and dog.  
For dog lovers, this simply confirmed what they already 
felt. But, for those with different backgrounds, this 

Co-Producers Paul Mason and Vicki Shigekuni Wong 
with Layla (who played Hachi)

Misako Ito, director of Japan Foundation Los Angeles, 
welcomes the guests to the screening
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was novel - the idea that dogs have emotions and, even 
beyond that, a profound emotional intelligence that 
defies explanation until you experience it. Quite a few 
of the details in the film came from experiences with 
my Hachi. The fact that dogs can grieve as humans do 
was important to share with the audience.  

Q:   Tell us a little about your mother’s connection to 
JAS from many years ago, and how that might inspire 
you to become more involved with JAS.

A:   My parents were very involved in JAS during the 
earlier years, and I recall all the interesting events and 
people they would talk about back then. They have 
always been at the heart of the Japanese American com-
munity. My father, Thomas Shigekuni, had a primarily 
Japanese-American law practice for more than 45 years. 
He helped set up some of the early Japanese companies, 
such as Sega, here in the U.S. My father promoted ideas 
and acts that increased respect and equality for those of 
Japanese ancestry.

Ruth, my mother, was raised in 
Oklahoma City and was always the 
spark plug of the family. Similar to 
how my grandmother was (Oklaho-
ma City’s Woman of the Year), she is 
very social and enjoys meeting new 
people, discovering new places to 
visit, and was always steps ahead of 
everyone else. Through JAS, she was 
able to expand her circle of friends, 
while having lots of fun whale 
watching, viewing exhibitions, at-
tending special events and essentially 
supporting the organization that 
was founded on maintaining close 
relations with Japan.  

Unlike my parents, I never really was involved in 
my Japanese heritage until the making of “Hachi: A 
Dog’s Tale.” It was only after I visited Tokyo to discuss 
the project with Shochiku (the film production and 
distribution company) that I got to know Japanese on a 
personal level. 

 I had always believed that the Japanese corporate 
structure was remote somehow. To my delight, nothing 
could be further from the truth. Through my film, 
I’ve met exceptional individuals, such as Misako Ito, 
director of the Japan Foundation Los Angeles, and the 
charming Consul General of Japan, Jun Niimi, the 
marvelous diplomat who works tirelessly to share the 
Japanese culture of dignity, passion and honor. The JAS 
is the best way to gain access to this active community, 
and I plan on spending more time on this myself in the 
near future.

JAS staff and volunteers with Hachi
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High school students studying Japanese at 
level III and IV have been invited to 
compete in the second annual Japan Bowl® 

of Southern California. It will take place on Saturday, 
March 1, 2014, at Loyola Marymount University in 
Los Angeles. The grand prize for the Level IV winning 
team is airfare, accommodation and the entry fee to the 
National Japan Bowl®, which will be held April 10-11, 
2014, in Washington, D.C.

Japan Bowl is an academic competition that tests the 
achievements of high school students who are studying 
the Japanese language. Its uniqueness stems from its 

dedication to test high school students not only on the 
language itself, but also on knowledge of “Japan, the 
country.” Japan Bowl also recognizes and encourages 
these students, who have chosen to study Japanese 
as their foreign language. The competition format is 
modeled on popular quiz shows such as “It’s Academic.”  
Teams of high school students will compete at two 
different levels, depending on how long they have 
studied Japanese. This will be a wonderful opportunity 
for the students to show their Japanese language skills 
and knowledge, and meet other students in Southern 
California who share the same interest.

OF SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA 

In the championship round, a student from Cupertino HS is asked to create a sentence using a specific phrase



14

During the preliminary round of the competition, 
students will be tested with written questions, 
covering both language and non-language topics. Some 
non-language areas include history, arts and traditional 
and modern culture, geography, society and daily life, 
popular culture and current events. Finalists are tested 
with verbal communication skills in the championship 
round. Throughout the competition, students must 
have a decent comprehension of kanji (including names 
of topics, people and places), idiomatic expressions, 
onomatopoeic expressions, and affective expressions.  

In addition to the academic competition, traditional 
and modern Japanese cultural activities and games are 
showcased. 

Japan Bowl® of Southern California is presented by 
the Japan America Society of Southern California (JAS) 
with the collaboration with the Bellarmine College 
of Liberal Arts at Loyola Marymount University. 
Additional supporters include the Consulate General 
of Japan in L.A., the Japanese Business Association 
of Southern California, The Japan Foundation, Los 

Angeles and Teachers of Japanese Southern California.
The 2014 Study guide is available online for download 
at www.jas-socal.org/JapanBowl. 2013’s competition 
highlight video is also available online. Applications are 
being accepted until Friday, Jan. 31, 2014. 

Teams from Title 1 schools may be eligible to receive 
financial support for the application fee. More 
information about Japan Bowl® of Southern California 
or information on financial support can be obtained 
from Kay Amano, JAS programs director, at 
310-965-9050 x104 or amano@jas-socal.org.

Level IV championship round

Lunch break with makunouchi bento box
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The 45th Golf Classic & Tennis Open was held on Sept. 23, 2013, at SeaCliff Country Club in Huntington 
Beach. It was a fun day of relationship building among the full field of golf and tennis participants, 
including Rob Fukuzaki, weekday sports anchor for ABC7 Eyewitness News. Fukuzaki returned to serve as 

our emcee for the awards dinner, during which the Japan America Cup was presented to Tom Adams, founder and 
president of Tiodize Company, Inc. Adams was recognized for his long-time support of JAS and the Golf Classic & 
Tennis Open, as well as his contributions to the US-Japan relationship.  

JAS Holds 45th 

Golf Classic & 
Tennis Open 

Golf Classic Results

Low Gross Score Ladies: Kathryn Nada (Score 88)
Low Gross Score Men: Tom Kanazawa (Score 72)

1st Callaway Ladies: Marilyn Buckman (Score 69)
2nd Callaway Ladies: Mayumi Adams (Score 70)
3rd Callaway Ladies: Miyako Iwai (Score 72)

1st Callaway Men: Tom Adams (Score 67)
2nd Callaway Men: Consul General Jun Niimi (Score 69)
3rd Callaway Men: Erik Zommers (Score 70)

Closest to the Pin Winners:  Linda Aratani, Rob Fukuzaki, 
Caryl Stahlmaster, Hiro Watanabe and George Yamauchi
Longest Drive Men:  Tom Kanazawa
Longest Drive Ladies:  Julie Perron
Straightest Drive:  Vicki Gardiner

JAS Director Yukuo Takenaka and Consul General Jun 
Niimi (centered) are joined by JAS corporate members, 
Hiroshi Masuda (right) and Yukinori Nishio (left)

JAS directors Hideo Miyake and Perry Moreth (centered) 
are joined by Andrew Moy and Zach Lindgerg
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We extend our deep appreciation to the individuals, 
organizations and companies that supported this year’s 
events. For a full list of sponsors, prize donors and 
contributors, please visit the JAS website, 
www.jas-socal.org/Default.aspx?pageId=1164544

Tennis Mixed Men’s and Ladies Results 

1st Place: Yu Tanabe
2nd Place: Yuichiro Takayangi
3rd Place: Yuko Ishibashi

Golf Classic Sponsors

Grand Sponsor Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Golf Cart Sponsor Tiodize Company, Inc. 
Awards Dinner Sponsor Wells Fargo Global Banking 
Barbecue Lunch Sponsor Mitsubishi Electric US, Inc. 
Reception Sponsor Bristol Industries 

Tennis Open Sponsors  
Gayle and Terry S. Hara and Panasonic Corporation.

Golf Classic Hole Sponsors  
Aratani Foundation; Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu LLP; 
Eisner Kahan Gorry Chapman Ross & Jaffe; Ernst & 
Young, LLP; KPMG, LLP; and Union Bank, N.A.
 
Golf Classic Tee Sponsors  

Bank of the West, Hitachi, Ltd., Koiso & Co. C.P.A., 
Marsh Risk & Insurance Services, 
Panasonic Corporation and Quest International LLC.
 
Contributing Sponsors 

Russell L. Hanlin, Global Organization for Leadership 
and Diversity, Julie and Edward Perron, Union 
Properties and South Coast Plaza.

Hole-In-One Sponsors 

Alliance Auto Group; American Honda 
Motor Company, Inc; Mazda North America 
Operations; and Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.

Platinum Prize Sponsors 

All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd. (ANA); DirecTV; Good-
year; Hotel Chinzanso Tokyo/Fujita Kanko; Imperial 
Hotel Tokyo; Japan Airlines; Tammie Kanda; KPMG, 
LLP; LA County Sheriff’s Department; Pillsbury 
Winthrop Shaw Pittman, LLP; and United Airlines.

Tennis Open participants also enjoyed a clinic lead by 
SeaCliff country club’s tennis pro

The round robin format helped form many 
meaningful relationships
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The Sanriku region of Iwate, Japan’s leading fishing region, suffered particularly severe damage from the 
tsunami on Mar. 11, 2011. Ryori is in the southernmost district of the Sanriku region in Ofunato city 
and it supports one of the region’s largest fishing communities.  

In May 2013, the JAS board approved a tranche of $70,000 to be wired to the Kizuna Foundation, a leading 
nonprofit organization supporting recovery projects in Sanriku. Kizuna Foundation, through its government 
advisors and in cooperation with the Ryori fishing cooperative, successfully received a 8/9th subsidy from the 
Japanese government to rebuild the fishing port.  

The Japan Society of Boston and the Japanese American Association of New York made donations totaling 
$110,000 to support this project. The $70,000 from JAS’ 2011 Japan Relief Fund completed the funding needed.  
Additionally, with the 8:1 leverage, JAS’ tranche resulted in total donation of approximately $560,000. 
The new Ryori fishing port was dedicated on July 13, 2013. In attendance was Masako Unoura Tanaka and 
Yu Tanabe, members of JAS’ board of governors.

2011 Japan Relief Fund Helps Rebuild 
Ryori Fishing Port

New dock that will service 500 fishing boats of the Ryori fishing cooperative
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“I feel so good,” commented Tanabe after the 
dedication. He added, “After talking to the 
fishermen and local people, I am convinced that 
JAS’ donation has gone to the right place.” 

As the largest of the fishing ports in the region, 
the rehabilitation of Ryori fishing port is an 
economic symbol of recovery to the region. 
It will help provide a strong economic base for 
the Sanriku region, as well as serve as a 
model of reconstruction to the fishing 
industry in Tohoku.

New, three-story ice-making building to keep seafood 
fresh as they are trasnported to market

Ryori Fishery before and after tsunami 
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Archi+Aid Relief and Recovery by Architects for Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami, is a recognized Japanese 
nonprofit organization created in September 2011. Its members include more than 200 Japanese architects who 
offer their services for rebuilding efforts. JAS was introduced to Archi+Aid by one of its founders, Prof. Hitoshi Abe, 
a member of JAS’ board of governors. Abe is also chair of UCLA architecture and urban design and director of the 
UCLA Terasaki Center for Japanese Studies.

2011 Japan Relief Fund Supports Two 
Archi+Aid Projects

Completed Core House
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Archi+Aid “Core House” Project 

In May 2013, the JAS board approved a tranche of 
$50,000 to support the “core house project,” which 
is a production system to build low-cost, high-quality 
modular family homes. Designed originally to replace 
the 600 homes lost to the tsunami along the Oshinki 
peninsula in Miyagi prefecture, core house construction 
also is planned in Fukushima and Iwate prefectures.  

The core house was designed by the husband and wife 
team, Yoshiharu Tsukamoto and Momoyo Kaijima, 
of Atelier Bow Wow, based in Tokyo. The core house 
includes a kitchen, bathroom and small living area. Its 
unique attribute is when funds are more readily avail-
able, the house can be enlarged by adding additional 
core house modules.

In Nov. 2013, the core house was awarded the “Good 
Design Gold Award” among this year’s “Good Design 
BEST 100” by the Japan Institute of Design Promotion 
(IDA). Since 1957, IDA annually selects the world’s 
top 100 designs from approximately 3,000 submissions 
from more than 1,000 companies and designers.

Archi+Aid Community 

Home for Minami-Soma City

Based on the success of the core house project, in 
September 2013, the JAS board approved a tranche 
of $86,200 to support Archi+Aid’s project to build a 
community center for Minami-soma city in Miyagi 
prefecture. The core house construction process will 
be used to build the community center, which will be 
completed by April 2014.

The community center’s construction cost is ¥20.5 
million. The Japanese government has funded ¥12 
million. The JAS 2011 JRF will fund the remaining 
¥8.5 million. An additional ¥3 million raised by 
local community groups will be used to purchase a 
solar-powered generating system for the building. The 
solar power system has three benefits: 1) Save money 
in the long term; 2) ensure electricity is available in the 
event of an emergency, when the community center will 
be used as an emergency command center;  3) the sale 
of excess generated electricity will provide approximate-
ly ¥176,000 ($1,800.00) per year to be used for the 
building’s maintenance.

Core House – Basic Plan
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Takuma Sato has been appointed a Special 
Ambassador to the Japan American Society 
of Southern California (JAS). Sato, a world-

class race car driver from Tokyo, currently competes in 
the IndyCar Series racing for A.J. Foyt Enterprises and 
previously participated in Formula One. In April, the 
36-year-old driver became the first Japanese competitor 
in history to win an IndyCar Series when he captured 
the checkered flag at the Toyota Grand Prix 
of Long Beach.  

The Ambassadors Circle, created in 2010, is a com-
mittee with the purpose of promoting the mission and 
goodwill of JAS to those selected segments of the gen-
eral public as determined by the JAS board of directors.  
Members of the Ambassadors Circle, known as “Special 
Ambassadors,” are tasked to provide recommendations 
for potential new supporters of JAS from the targeted 
fields, and to create opportunities for JAS’ cultivation 
of new members and sponsors. Other members of the 
Ambassadors Circle include film actor, producer and 
philanthropist Shin Koyamada, and television corre-
spondent and producer Adam Yamaguchi.

“It is a great honor for me to continue my relationship 
with the Japan America Society of Southern California 
as a member of the Ambassadors Circle,” said Sato.  
“I really appreciate all the support from this great 
organization. I think it is such an opportunity to work 
together to build a strong network, and I hope we will 
be able to help raise the profile and interest in the Japan 
America Society.”  

Sato, who seriously competed in bicycle racing as a 
teenager, began his professional motor racing career 
after winning a scholarship from Suzuka Racing School 
in 1987, and was crowned the igneous British Formula 
3 championship and won multiple international F3 
races before advancing to Formula One. He secured 
his first full-time ride in 2002, achieved a third-place 
podium at the 2004 U.S. Grand Prix and finished 
eighth in point standings. In 2010, he moved to the 
U.S. and joined the ultra-competitive IndyCar Series.  

In 2012, Sato nearly won the ‘Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing’ – the Indianapolis 500. He was running in sec-
ond-place with just two laps remaining in the historic 
race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway when he tried to 
make a pass for the lead on the final lap. Sato’s car made 
contact with eventual race-winner Dario Franchitti and 
he spun into the outside wall.

Takuma Sato 
Appointed Special 
Ambassador to JAS
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By Margaret T. Narumi, 
Producer
NHK CosmoMedia America, Inc. 

Two-hundred-forty-one is the number of 
foreign-born players on the March 31, 2014 
opening day rosters of Major League Baseball’s 

30 clubs. It represents 28.2% of the entire active and 
non-active rosters, the fourth most, with 29.2% in 
2005. Eighty-nine players came from the Dominican 
Republic, Venezuela with 63, Canada with 17, 15 
from Cuba, 14 from Mexico, Puerto Rico with 13, 
Japan with 11, Colombia and Panama with four each, 
two each from Australia, Nicaragua and South Korea, 
and, Taiwan and the Netherlands with one each. On 
opening day, the Milwaukee Brewers led all clubs with 
14 from seven different countries and territories. (Data 
from 4/1/2013 MLB.com) 

Those even casually following the 2013 World Series 
know  St. Louis’ Carlos Beltran and Yadier Molina are 
from Puerto Rico, and Boston’s David Ortiz, who was 
the 2013 World Series’ MVP, is from the Dominican 
Republic, and phenom closer, Koji Uehara and Junichi 
Tazawa are from Japan. The language of baseball is 
without borders, and baseball language doesn’t get ‘lost 
in translation.’  

This internationalization is due largely to the O’Malley 
Family being visionary pioneers in every aspect of 

Major League Baseball,  beginning with the 1945 
signing of Jackie Robinson as the first African-American 
player, the 1979 signing of Fernando Valenzuela from 
Mexico, the 1994 signing of Chan Ho Park from Korea, 
the 1995 signing of Hideo Nomo from Japan, etc. 
And the rest is history. Since Nomo’s debut, 40 more 
Japanese players have followed in his footsteps, and they 
all credit Nomo for opening their doors. Names that 
will  remain in baseball eternity include Nomo, Ichiro 
Suzuki, Hideki Matsui, Daisuke Matsuzaka, Hideki 
Irabu, Yu Darvish, just to name a few, with Koji Uehara 
closing in strongly. Uehara is the first ever Japanese to 
win the (2013) MVP Award for the American League 
Championship. 

There have been international competition games at 
Dodger Stadium during the O’Malley ownership, and 
in the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics, a sold-out crowd 
saw the Olympics’ first-ever demonstration sport of 
baseball, when Japan took the Gold Medal, and the 
U.S.A., the Silver; baseball became an official sport 
from 1992 in Barcelona. Outside the United States, in 
1986, the “Dodger Baseball Field” was privately built 
by Peter O’Malley in Tianjin, China. In 1987, a state 
of the art baseball academy, the “Campo Las Palmas” in 
the Dominican Republic was dedicated. Peter’s life-long 
support of little league baseball led to the “Little League 
Friendship Field” in Managua, Nicaragua in 1992. 
“Dodger Field” and “O’Malley Field” were also built 
by Peter in Ireland in 1998.  

Internationalization of Major League 
Baseball and the O’Malleys 
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Two generations of O’Malleys, Walter and Peter, made 
major strides in major league baseball from 1950 
to 1998, when the father and son were the owners 
of the Los Angeles Dodgers and were the models of 
“everything that was right in the sports world.” A third 
generation of O’Malleys, including Peter’s sons Kevin 
and Brian, and nephews Peter and Tom Seidler, are 
the current owners of the San Diego Padres franchise.  
They can look forward to their own strides, as their 
grandfather and father have.

During the father and son ownership, there were three 
Goodwill Tours to Japan in 1956, 1966 and 1993, 
when the Dodgers made a stop in Taipei, Taiwan, the 
first MLB team to visit Taiwan. 

Peter made the headlines in August 2012, when the 
former Vero Beach Sports Village, the Dodgers’ spring 
training facility until 2009, was re-named “Historic 
Dodgertown.” A partnership including O’Malley, 
Hideo Nomo and Chan Ho Park, contributed to the 
facility’s improvements. The facility holds tournaments 
and camps. When the O’Malleys owned the facility, 
invitations were sent out to the Yomiuri Giants and 
Chunichi Dragons from Japan, and Samsung Lions 
from South Korea, and, Sinon Bulls from Taiwan. 
University teams from both Japan and South Korea also 

have trained at this world-class facility. The O’Malley 
tradition starts at the little league level, spanning 
collegiate baseball and professional baseball. 

“In the late 1940s and early ‘50s, our family traveled 
to Montreal, Canada, where the Dodgers had their 
Triple-A farm team, Hanavan, Cuba and Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic, where the Dodgers 
had spring training camps and they were all unique 
experiences introducing us to international baseball,” 
said Peter O’Malley. “In 1956, our appreciation for 
baseball around the world was taken to a higher level 
with the Dodgers’ Goodwill Tour to Japan. We have 
greatly enjoyed meeting the leaders of baseball in 
Europe, Asia and throughout the world.” 

Major League Baseball will officially start on March 30, 
2014, in Australia, where the National League West 
teams, the Los Angeles Dodgers and Arizona Diamond-
backs will officially open the 2014 season. 

* Peter O’Malley and Brent Shyer kindly contributed to 
this article.
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JAS Chairman Receives Award 
from APEX

JAS Chairman Terry Hara was honored on 
Sept. 28, 2013, by the Asian Professional 

Exchange (APEX) at its 20th anniversary gala. Terry, 
a mentor, guest speaker and friend to the organization 
for more than five years, was honored for his commit-
ment to the APA community in Los Angeles and his 
commitment to the organization. The event was held at 
the Cooper Design Space in Downtown Los Angeles, 
where about 650 guests attended.

“Deputy Chief Terry Hara is the true definition of 
a community leader,” said Ellen Chen, president 
of APEX. “He has selflessly dedicated his time and 
resources to supporting APEX for the past five years. 
APEX’s marquee charity event, the Youth Olympics, 
brings together at-risk youth for a day of fun activities, 
team building and leadership exercises. This event could 
not happen without the support of Chief Hara and the 
LAPD. He always has such a motivational opening to 
energize these kids for a full day ahead of them.”

“As one of the first Asian Americans in the nation to 
reach the level of deputy chief of a major law enforce-
ment agency, it was truly our honor to recognize Chief 
Hara for his astounding accomplishments as a dedicated 
public servant and for being a strong supporter of 
APEX,” said Samuel Liu, vice president of development 
for APEX. “His leadership and dedication has inspired 
many young Asian American professionals to contribute 
back to the community.”

“I like to nurture young talent and help young folks rise 
through the ranks,” said Hara. “Supporting APEX has 

been a very positive experience. I have a strong desire to 
be connected with other Asians in our community and 
especially to hear this generation’s views and challenges. 
We can learn so much from each other.”  

APEX is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit, non-partisan com-
munity-based organization with multifaceted goals and 
purposes that are charitable, cultural and educational 
in nature. Established in 1993 to serve the growing 
and APA community in Los Angeles, it now holds a 
membership of around 10,000. Its mission is to be the 
premier membership organization for Asian Pacific 
Americans in Southern California who have a strong 
commitment to excellence in professional development, 
community service and cultural awareness.

JAS chairman Terry Hara accepting the award from Ellen Chen
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