


Dear Fellow Members of JAS:

For the past 104 years, the Japan America Society of 
Southern California has served as a 
relationship-building bridge between Japanese and 
Americans.  Our countries are quite different:  Japan 
is rooted in thousands of years of history, while the 
U.S. is one of the world’s youngest nations.  

How has the U.S. had such a far-reaching impact in 
such a short time?  I believe it is the result of a 
culture that encourages people to be independent 
and creative and to realize new dreams.  As the 
incoming chairman of JAS, I want to foster that 

same spirit in this organization – and see our own 
influence grow as a result. 
  
I am committed to trying new things. If someone has 
a new idea, let’s try it and get excited about it!  If it 
doesn’t work, then we learn from it.  But let’s be 
creative and build a fresh enthusiasm for a stronger 
U.S.-Japan relationship.  Let’s expand our 
involvement in the community of Southern 
California, build stronger partnerships between the 
private and public sectors, and broaden our role in 
the larger community of the 37 Japan America 
Societies across the United States. 

Welcome From the New JAS Chairman
By Terry S. Hara
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But guests were not just on the receiving 
end of the experience – to complete the 
interactive nature of the evening, diners 
also had the opportunity to pose questions 
to Iron Chef Sakai and Executive Chef 
Jonathan Wood in real time throughout the 
dinner.

“In my twenty years at the Japan America 
Society, this was one of our most enjoyable 
and memorable events,” said Doug Erber, 
president of JAS.  “It was a once-in-a-lifetime 
dinner experience for everyone involved, 
and it introduced a groundbreaking form of 
‘dinner show’ entertainment with the guests 
and chefs interacting with one another 
through live audio and video.”

Iron Chef Sakai shared the same sentiment, 
visibly delighted by the results of his hard 
work.  Most gratifying for the chef, howev-
er, was the success of the evening in raising 
more than $100,000 for educational youth 
programs offered by the Japan America 
Society, with the goal of engaging young 
Americans in learning about and develop-
ing a passion for Japan. 

Serving the underlying goal of JAS, the 
event also served to bring together Japanese 
and American guests in an environment that 
facilitated new relationships while fostering

a deeper appreciation of both unique 
cultures.  Seated around tables for ten, 
diners established new friendships while 
enjoying the evening’s combination of 
Japanese-style cuisine and Los 
Angeles-style entertainment.  

Following a standing ovation at the 
conclusion of the event, chefs Sakai and 
Woods stayed to greet guests and pose for 
photographs.  Guests waited patiently to 
share a few words with the culinary artists 
who made their evening so memorable.  It 
was a fitting end to a splendid evening, 
where every diner felt like a celebrity. 
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     ince its founding in 1909 JAS has been based in 
downtown Los Angeles.  At that time we were called 
the Japanese-American Fraternity of Los Angeles.  
However, with changing demographics and a 
membership that includes individuals and 
companies in Orange County, the decision was 
made to move to the South Bay.  JAS is now located 
in the Toyota Plaza building, located on 190th 
Street, just off the 405 freeway between Western and 
Normandie avenues.  

“The new office location will help us better serve 
our members and make us more accessible to them,” 
said Doug Erber, president of JAS.  Erber added, 
“We will continue to offer quality programs 
throughout the region, including downtown LA.”

The Toyota Plaza building is also home to the Japan 
Business Association of Southern California, an 
organization with which JAS has had a strong and 
collaborative relationship for over five decades.

JAS wishes to thank its new landlord, Real Estate 
and Facilities at Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A., Inc., for 
helping make the move quick and seamless.  A 
hosted office warming reception will be announced 
as soon as the JAS staff has fully unpacked and 
settled into the new office.

New JAS Of�ce Address

Japan America Society of Southern California
1411 West 190th Street, Suite 380
Gardena, CA 90248-4361
phone: (310) 965-9050
fax: (310) 965-9010
email: info@jas-socal.org
web: www.jas-socal.org

JAS Of�ce Moved to South Bay
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fundraiser to send their team to compete in 
Washington, D.C., and raised more than $6,000 for 
the trip. The students were truly dedicated to 
learning and applying Japanese in a competitive 
setting. 

Previous programs, such as speech contests in 
Japanese, have demonstrated students’ abilities in 
recitation, memorization and pronunciation of the 
language, but they have not demonstrated 
comprehension.  On the other hand, the Japan Bowl 
is an intense but rewarding program that gives 
students the opportunity to take their learning of 
Japanese to the next level, producing astonishing 
results. In fact, past competitors have answered 
questions about Japan that even native Japanese 
speakers could not answer.

Japan Bowl of Southern California is made possible 
by a generous grant from The Freeman Foundation. 
We also thank our Japan Bowl sponsors Union 
Bank, N.A., Hitachi, Ltd. and the Japan Business 
Association of Southern California.

Organizations that helped support Japan Bowl of 
Southern California include the California 
Association of Japanese Language Teachers; the Consulate

General of Japan in L.A.; The Japan Foundation, 
L.A., and the Teachers of Japanese in Southern 
California.

It is our sincere hope that we continue to receive 
support from the community as we grow Japan Bowl 
of Southern California - possibly expanding this 
competition far outside of Southern California. 

For more information about the 2014 Japan Bowl 
of Southern California, please contact Kay Amano, 
JASSC programs director, at amano@jas-socal.org.
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     n Wednesday, May 15, 2013, the Japan America 
Society of Southern California hosted the 7   annual 
U.S.-Japan Green Conference with the theme 
“Alternatives to Nuclear: Japan’s Renewable 
Energy Options” in Torrance, Calif., at the Miyako 
Hybrid Hotel. The annual conference is an official 
World Trade Week event for professionals and 
government representatives. The conference 
featured an all-star lineup of professionals and 
thought-leaders in the innovation of renewable 
energy. 

Jim MacLellan, director of trade development for 
the Port of Los Angeles, moderated the event, which 
included speakers and a panel to answer questions at 
the end. Speakers included Honorable Consulate 
General of Japan in Los Angeles, Jun Niimi; Qualitative 
Economist and Author specializing in sustainable 
communities, Dr. Woodrow (Woody) W. Clark II; 

Panasonic Corporation of North America VP of 
Technology Policy, Peter Fannon; Alton Energy 
CEO and Director, California Wind Energy 
Association, Hal Romanowitz; G. Noland & 
Associates, Inc. President Gary Noland, and Osamu 
Onodera, senior official for the New Energy and 
Industrial Technology Development Organization 
(NEDO), a government-related organization under 
the Ministry of Economy Trade and Industry 
(METI) in Japan.

“We welcome this opportunity to have an open 
discussion about the future of Japan’s energy options 
and are encouraged by the interest that is being shown 
by the members of this group; it comes at a critical 
time in Japan’s history,” said Consulate General 
Niimi in the opening remarks of the conference.

JAS Highlights Japan Renewable Energy Options 
at Seventh Annual Green Conference
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Dr. Clark, the keynote speaker for the event, 
explained “Next Economics,” a term that pushes for 
the field of economics to change and incorporate 
environment, energy, health and new technologies. 
In relating this concept to the gathered group, he 
used a high-level approach to suggest that more can 
be done, especially in distributed, or local-level 
energy generation and production for local 
consumption.

After Dr. Clark’s engaging and motivating speech and 
presentation, the other speakers shared information 
about their particular areas of focus, which included 
solar, wind, and ocean energy generation 
technologies, as well as an emphasis on current 
policies in Japan that are being created or adapted to 
invite a shift into using more renewable energy 
sources. 

Dr. Clark concluded, “There are things that Japan 
can do in the short term and today you have heard 
some of those options – I think it is critical that we 
move from the ‘finding problems’ stage to the 
‘implementing solutions’ phase for renewable 
energy, and Japan and its companies have the 
chance to lead the way again, just as they did for 
consumer electronics.”
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Golfers and tennis players of all levels are invited to enjoy the 45th Japan 
America Golf Classic & Tennis Open, which will take place at SeaCliff 
Country Club in Huntington Beach on Sept. 23, 2013. 

The Golf Classic begins at 12:00 p.m. with a “shotgun” start and the Tennis 
Open begins at 1:00 p.m.  After play, all participants will enjoy a silent auction 
and reception, followed by an awards dinner.  

For more information, especially about attractive sponsorship opportunities, 
please contact Kay Amano, JAS programs director, at (310) 965-9050 ext. 104 
or amano@jas-socal.org. 

Save the Date:  Sept, 23, 2013
45th Japan America Golf Classic & Tennis Open
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Brief history of the Japan America 
Golf Classic and Tennis Open

In May 1968, the JAS Council agreed to hold an 
annual golf tournament.  Mrs. Sakaye Aratani was 
named chair of the tournament, a role she would 
serve in until the early 1980s.  Thanks to the efforts 
of Consul General Toshiro Shimanouchi, who 
served as the tournament’s honorary chairman, a 
magnificent 13’’ solid sterling silver trophy was 
donated by Foreign Minister Takeo Miki as a 
perpetual award for the tournament’s winner.  The 
inaugural golf tournament, officially called the 1st 
Annual 18-Hole Medal Play Tournament, took place 
on July 31, 1968, at SeaCliff Country Club in 
Huntington Beach.  The entry fee was $7 per player 
plus $5 for dinner.  The late Dr. John Kashiwabara 
was the low net winner with a score of 70.

  

In 1993, under the leadership of JAS board member 
Michael J. Feyder, the annual golf tournament was 
renamed the Japan America Golf Classic and 
continues to foster Japan – America relations as a 
premier and sold-out event.  Held at private golf 
clubs in the greater Los Angeles area, the event 
boasts one of the area’s largest silent auctions as 
well as door and raffle prize giveaways.  

Much to the delight of the JAS’s non-golfers, in 
2004 the Japan America Tennis Open was added as 
a concurrent and popular event to the Golf Classic.  
The goal is to have fun, so players of all levels are 
invited to join.  It is played in a round-robin, doubles 
format and includes a clinic with the club’s tennis 
pro. There are also several fun opportunities to win prizes.
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JAS recently partnered with the Asia America 
Symphony Association (AASA), a Southern 
California-based organization, and the Japan 
Society of Boston to help replace musical 
instruments that were lost during the March 11, 
2011, Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. 

Music for Schools in Ofunato City

With $25,000 from JAS’ 2011 Japan Relief Fund 
and $25,000 from the Asia America Symphony 
Association (AASA), a combined donation of 
$50,000 was made to purchase musical instruments 
lost in the tsunami in elementary and junior high 
schools in the city of Ofunato, Iwate prefecture.

The $50,000 donation was facilitated by The Kizuna 
Foundation (kizunafoundation.org), a leading NPO 
helping with recovery efforts in northern Sendai and 
southern Iwate prefectures.

“We hope music will bring some joy to the young 
musicians during the difficult times they are going 
through even today, two years after the disaster,” 
said Ted Tokio Tanaka, immediate past president of 
AASA.

“I wish to express my great appreciation and 
gratitude for the generous donation made by the 
Japan America Society of Southern California and 
the Asia America Symphony Association,” said 
Kimiaki Toda, mayor of Ofunato.  Mayor Toda 
added, “All the schools in the affected area were 
without musical instruments, so this is a very 
important gift.”

JAS Partners with Sister Organizations to Bring 
Music Back to Devastated Areas in Tohoku
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The Kamaishi Civic Wind Orchestra

Japan America Society of Southern California and 
the Japan Society of Boston jointly dedicated a 
$20,000 donation to restoring the Kamaishi Civic 
Wind Orchestra’s instruments, musical scores and 
other essential materials that were washed away in 
the tsunami.

Located in the northern region of Iwate prefecture, 
the city of Kamaishi was at the center of some of the 
most devastated areas.  Its entire port was destroyed 
by the earthquake and tsunami.  Kamaishi is also the 
location of a major steel foundry of Nippon Steel & 
Sumitomo Metal Corporation and is an important 
commercial port for steel products, as well as fish 
and agricultural products of the region. 

The Kamaishi Civic Wind Orchestra is a popular 
community orchestra that performs frequently 
throughout Iwate prefecture.  It has won numerous 
local competitions and musical awards.  Its concerts 
have been extremely successful at building 
community spirit as well as providing first-class 
musical entertainment.  

.  

“Music both lifts peoples’ spirits and brings a sense 
of normalcy to those still recovering from Japan’s 
worst natural disaster,” said Nancy Woo Hiromoto, 
immediate past chairman of JAS and a member of 
the JAS 2011 Japan Relief Fund Committee.  “We 
are pleased to partner with the Japan Society of 
Boston to double the positive impact of our 
respective disaster relief funds.”

“The recovery for the Kamaishi Civic Wind 
Orchestra is seen as very important for morale in 
Kamaishi and the surrounding region of Iwate 
prefecture,” said Peter Grilli, president of the Japan 
Society of Boston.  “It is wonderful to join with JAS 
on this effort!” 

The joint donation to benefit the Kamaishi Civic 
Wind Orchestra was facilitated by the Nippon Steel 
& Sumitomo Metal Arts Foundation, a well 
respected and recognized NPO based in Tokyo.  The 
foundation’s main mission is to support the musical 
culture of Japan, particularly though the 
management of Kioi Hall, an intimate concert hall in 
the Chiyoda district in Tokyo.
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invests in the next generation of Japanese and 
Americans in ways that strengthen cultural and 
economic ties and deepen the friendship between 
the United States and Japan over the long term. 

With the generosity of the TOMODACHI-NAJAS 
Grant, which is made possible by donations from 
Mitsubishi Corporation, Toyota Motor Corporation 
and Hitachi, Ltd., eight children from FA, aged 14 to 
18 and accompanied by an FA staff member serving 
as chaperone, will visit Los Angeles this month. The 
children will enjoy the experience of living in the 
U.S. with an American family, and will have 
extensive contact with Americans though social and 
sightseeing activities, along with exposure to 
American culture and values.  They will interact and 
share experiences with American children of similar 
backgrounds, and will be presented opportunities to 
learn about the history and contributions of Japanese 
Americans.

 “JAS’ Fukushima Youth Cultural Exchange 
Program will provide a life-changing experience for 
FA children, who otherwise have no financial means 
to participate and benefit from international cultural 
exchange activities,” said Doug Erber, president of 
JAS.  “It will positively affect the lives of FA 
children by planting the seeds of international 
understanding, particularly concerning the 
U.S.-Japan relationship.  It also will be made 
available without tapping into FA’s extremely 
limited budget.”

Through these activities, JAS hopes to provide the 
FA children with a mental and physical break from 
their lives in Japan, and allow them to return home 
refreshed and filled with lessons that will inspire 
them to become successful and contributing 
members of their communities.  The program also 
will serve to establish solid personal connections 
between the youth of Fukushima and Los Angeles.
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JAS Conducts Online Membership Survey

Results from the 2013 JAS Online Membership 
Survey are in!  For complete survey results, please 
visit the JAS website at www.jas-socal.org

In May 2013, JAS’ 2,000 members and an additional 
1,500 non-members were invited to participate in 
the 2013 JAS Online Membership Survey.  The 
non-members were individuals who have attended 
one or more JAS programs but had not joined JAS.

The survey serves as a crucial part of the “JAS 
Membership Campaign for Sustainability,” a 
three-year capacity-building project to increase 
JAS’ membership by 50% by June 2015.  The 
project is made possible by a generous “JAS 
Initiative” grant from the Japan Foundation CGP 
(Center for Global Partnership).

The Barton Group, led by Dr. Mary Barton, 
conducted the survey.  Dr. Barton, a JAS honorary 
officer, also conducted the 2005 JAS online 
membership survey.  Results and data from the 
survey were presented by Dr. Barton at a strategic 
planning retreat that included members of the JAS 
boards of directors and governors, as well as 
members of the membership committee.  

A strategic two-year membership campaign will be 
created and implemented based largely on the 
results and data from the survey.  Through more 
timely and focused programs, not only current and 
future JAS members but also non-members will 
benefit and hopefully become more involved.  

Key Findings of the 2013 JAS Online 
Membership

In most ways, JAS members and non-members 
responded with similar answers in the survey.  Most 
all were very positive about JAS. Satisfaction with 
opportunities for participation in JAS has risen 
dramatically compared to 2005.

“Networking to make friends” has become a more 
important reason to join JAS than in 2005, and 
validates the finding that “personal connections” 
and “personal experience” are major ways people 
learn about JAS.

Corporate members responded that among reasons 
for joining JAS, “corporate citizenship” has fallen 
dramatically from 2005.  “Promoting business” 
continues to be ranked as a top reason to join the 
organization.

Programs:  Approximately one-half of members and 
non-members have attended at least 1-2 programs 
recently.  However, many more members (62-76%) 
are satisfied than are non-members (46-56%), 
holding true for speakers, timeliness of topics, and 
number of programs.

The standard “lunchtime program” has dropped in 
popularity compared to 2005.  Both members and 
non-members prefer evening programs with no 
meal.  Evening programs with dinner is their second 
choice for JAS programs. 

A second surprising finding is the increased 
popularity of cultural and mixers/networking 
programs.  For members, business and cultural 
programs are essentially tied for top preference; for 
prospective members, cultural programs top the 
preferred list.

JAS’s 2011 Japan Relief Fund:  JAS’ disaster relief 
fundraising is well known among members, with 
73% of members aware of the $1.5 million raised.  
Among those aware, 83% know that every penny 
donated goes to relief and recovery efforts in Japan.

JAS Connections e-newsletter:  75% of members 
indicated they usually read the newsletter.  90% say 
its length is “about right.”  Forty percent of members 
would consider advertising in JAS Connections.  
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The Future  

When asked why they have not become a member of 
JAS, non-members indicated they “did not have 
enough time,” or that programs were “too far away.”  
There also are “awareness” issues (16% of 
non-members said they did not know JAS is a 
membership organization) that can be overcome by 
steady doses of information.  

Based on results of the 2013 JAS Membership 
Survey, the JAS Membership Committee will create 
a two-year membership campaign to both retain and 
cultivate membership.  Furthermore, the JAS board 
and standing committees will begin work to 
improve JAS with the following recommendations:
         • More outreach to non-members 
         • Offer more programs in early evening
         • Reduce program prices wherever possible
         • Provide creative “networking”opportunities,              
            especially through existing (popular) program    
            approaches

Additional comments are welcomed and can be sent 
to Douglas Erber, president of JAS, at 
erber@jas-socal.org.






